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Prefatory    Note. 


These  outlines  of  Bible  Reading  and  Bible  Symbols  have 
been  prepared  especially  for  the  use  of  my  own  Congrega- 
tion, with  whom  and  other  friends  a  *^  Bible  Sociable"  will 
be  held  frequently,  to  compare  notes  and  impressions  of 
this  Bible  journey  that  we  shall  take  together,  while  prayer 
meetings  and  other  gatherings  will  afford  yet  other  opportu- 
nities for  such  interchange  of  thought.  To  this  Bible 
Sociable  we  invite  our  readers  who  are  too  far  away  to  be 
personally  present,  to  come  by  letter  with  Scripture  Glean- 
ings. We  suggest  the  formation  of  "Bible  Sociables"  in 
every  community  in  connection  with  this  or  some  other 
uniform  plan  of  daily  Bible  Reading. 

We  invite  all  who  adopt  this  plan  of  Bible  Reading  to 
send  name  and  address  to  the  address  below,  for  enrollment. 
Communications  of  interest  in  regard  to  this  plan  of  Bible 
Reading  will  occasionally  be  sent  to  those  thus  recorded 
as  corresponding  members. 

Our  symbol  and  motto  shall  be  "  An  Open  Bible  and  a 
Brooding  Dove.*' 

W.    F.   C. 

Chicago,  io6  Twenty-Fouhth  St 
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READING  THE  BIBLE  IN  THE  ORDER  OF  EVENTS.* 


Divided  into  weekly  portions  of  about  350  verses  each, 
that  is,  50  verses  per  day,  requiring  about  five  minutes  for 
the  reading  alone,  with  as  much  additional  time  for  medi- 
tation and  study  as  can  be  given.  If  the  verses  are  read  in 
the  morning,  they  can  be  carried  in  thought  and  developed 
during  the  activities  of  the  day.  This  plan  will  complete 
the  Bible  in  two  years.  The  divisions  are  not  exact  for 
each  day,  but  as  nearly  so  as  the  inequality  of  chapters  will 
allow.     Sundays  have  larger  assignments  than  other  days. 

ADVANTAGES  OF  THIS  METHOD  OF  BIBLE  READING. 

Chronological  reading  is  advantageous  as  regards  doctrines  as  well 
as  history,  because  they  mutually  throw  light  one  upon  the  other  ;  indeed, 
it  is  only  in  this  way  that  the  doctrinal  books  {especially  the  Psalms  and 
the  Prophets)  receive  light  and  distinctness^  while  much  is  added  to  the 
ijtterest  and  profitableness  of  history.  Without  the  historical  foundation, 
even  practical  exposition  is  often,  as  it  were,  built  in  the  air  ;  many  a 
colorless  psalm  and  many  a  prophetic  word  are  made  alive — many  dark 
or  seemingly  insignificant  verses  receive  at  once  light  and  significance^  in 
their  most  delicate  shades  of  meanings  by  the  light  of  a  certain  history  being 
brought  to  bear  upon  them,  .  .  .  History  is  rendered  much  richer, 
fuller,  more  interesting,  more  edifying,  and  more  remarkable,  if  the 
Word,  like  a  golden  thread,  is  interwoven  with  it.  It  may  create  an 
agreeable  surprise  to  find,  for  instance,  that  the  Psalms  have  not  alto- 
gether ceased  with  David,  but  appear  now  and  then  at  a  later  period, 
even  after  the  Babylonish  captivity,  at  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple  and 
the  city. — Earth's  Bible  Manual, 

*  This  plan  of  Bible  Reading  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  book  copyrighted  and 
for  sale  by  F.  H.  Reveil,  Chicago,  at  $i.oo  per  hundred. 
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In  the  arrangement  of  texts  in  topical  and  chronological  order,  the 
later  texts  always  add  something  important  to  the  stateme  it  of  those 
which  precede  ;  so  that  there  is  not  only  agreement  and  cumulation  of 
testimony,  but  a  gradual  unfolding  of  7evelatic7t, — New  York  Christian 
Advocate, 

The  simplest  course  of  Bible  reading  should  be  ckronological,  i.  e.,  in 
the  order  of  the  narrative,  without  regarding  the  ordinary  arrangement 
of  the  books,  nor  of  their  several  contents.  Thus,  one  book  must  some- 
times be  inserted  in  another,  and  the  different  parts  of  a  book  transposed. 
//  will  give  a  great  additional  interest  to  the  historical  portions  of  the 
Sacred  Word  to  have  them  thus  naturally  interspersed  with  the  poetical  or 
prophetical  writings,  while  it  will  also  show  the  progress  of  revelation. — 
The  Christia7$  (London). 

The  order  of  the  prophetic  books,  which  is  the  same  in  the  Hebrew  as 
in  the  English  version,  is  not  the  chronological  order.  They  rather 
appear  to  be  arranged  according  to  the  size  of  the  books,  the  greater 
being  placed  first,  and  the  minor  prophets  last.  If  these  books  were  read 
and  studied  in  their  histo7'ical  order^  doubtless  they  would  be  much  better 
understood. — Rev.  E.   W.  Rice. 

Much  of  the  obscurity  which  hangs  over  the  prophetic  writings  may 
be  removed  by  perusing  them  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they  were 
probably  written. — Home,  in  his  ^''Introduction  to  the  Bible.'' 

This  plan  of  Bible  reading  has  yet  another  advantage,  in  that  it  puts 
most  of  the  Inte-t national  lessons  of  i^']<^into  their  historical  setting,  and 
thus  adds  to  their  significance  and  interest.  The  complete  two-years 
plan  will  do  this  for  every  International  lesson  of  all  future  years^  as  it 
will  include  the  whole  Bible  in  the  order  of  events. —  W.  F.  C, 
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PLAN  FOR  READING  THE    BIBLE    IN  THE 
ORDER   OF  EVENTS. 

1ST  Week. — (M)  Gen.  i,  ii.  (Tu)  [Other  records  of  crea- 
tion.] Job  xxxviii,  xxxix.  (W)  Ps.  xxxiii,  6-9,  civ.  (Th) 
Isa.  XI,  12-31  ;  Jer.  x,  10-16;  John  i,  1-5  ;  Col.  i,  16,  17  ; 
Heb.  i,  10-12;  Rev.  iv,  11.  (F)  Gen.  iii;  Rom.  v,  11-21. 
(Sa)  Gen.  iv ;   i   John  iii,  12-15.     (Su)  Gen.  v,  vi,  vii,  viii. 

2D  Week.— (M)  Gen.  ix,  x.  (Tu)  xi ;  Job  i.  (W) 
ii,  iii,  iv.  (Th)  v,  vi.  (F)  vii,  viii.  (Sa)  ix,  x.  (Su)  xi, 
xii,  xiii.  [Job  being  probably  from  the  pen  of  Moses  and 
belonging  to  the  period  of  Abraham.] 

3D  Week. — (M)  Job  xiv,  xv.  (Tu)  xvi.  (W)  xvii, 
xviii.  (Th)  xix.  (F)  xx.  (Sa)  xxi.  (Su)  xxii,  xxiii, 
xxvi,  xxv. 

4TH  Week. — (M)  Job  xxvi,  xxvii.  (Tu)  xxviii,  xxix. 
(W)  XXX.  (Th)  xxxi.  (F)  xxxii,  xxxiii.  (Sa)  xxxiv. 
(Su)  XXXV,  xxxvi,  xxxvii. 

5TH  Week.— (M)  Job  xl.  (Tu)  xli,  xlii.  (W)  Gen.  xii, 
xiii.  (Th)  xiv;  Heb.  vii.  (F)  Gen.  xv,  xvi.  (Sa)  xvii. 
(Su)  xviii,  xix;  Luke  xvii,  26-37  >  2  Pet.  ii  ;  Jude. 

6th  Week. — (M) — Gen.  xx,  xxi.  (Tu)  xxii ;  Heb.  xi, 
1-19;  James  ii,  21-24.  (W)  xxiii.  (Th)  xxiv.  (F)  xxv; 
Heb.  xii,  14-17.     (Sa)  Gen.  xxvi.     (Su)  xxvii. 
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7TH  Week. — (M)  Gen.  xxviii,  xxix.  (Tu)  xxx.  (W) 
xxxi.  (Th)  xxxii,  xxxiii.  (F)  xxxiv,  xxxv.  (Sa)  xxxvi. 
(Su)  xxxvii,  xxxviii,  xxxix. 

8th  Week.— (M)  Gen.  xl.  (Tu)  xli.  (W)  xlii.  (Th) 
xliii,  xliv.  (F)  xlv,  xlvi.  (Sa)  xlvii,  xlviii.  (Su)  xlix,  1 ; 
Heb.  xi,  20-22.  [A  New  Testament  Commentary  on  Scenes 
in  Genesis.] 

9TH  Week.— (M)  Gal.  i,  ii.  (Tu)  iii.  (W)  iv.  (Th)  v. 
(F)  vi.  (Sa)  Exod.  i,  ii.  (Su)  iii,  iv,  v;  Psa.  Ixxxviii. 
(Written  about  this  time  in  Egypt.) 

lOTH  Week. — (M)  Exod.  vi,  vii.  (Tu)  viii.  (W)  ix. 
(Th)  x,  xi.     (F)  xii.     (Sa)  xiii,  xiv.     (Su)  xv,  xvi,  xvii. 

iiTH  Week. — (M)  Exod.  xviii,  xix.  (Tu)  xx,  xxi.  (W) 
xxii.  (Th)  xxiii,  xxiv.  (F)  xxv.  (Sa)  xxvi.  (Su)  xxvii, 
xxviii. 

I2TH  Week. — (M)  Exod.  xxix.  (Tu)  xxx.  (Wed)  xxxi, 
xxxii.  (Th)  xxxiii,  xxxiv.  (F)  xxxv.  )Sa)  xxxvi.  (Su) 
xxxvii,  xxxviii. 

13TH  Week — (M)  Exod.  xxxix.  (Tu)  xl.  (W)  Psa.  xc, 
cv.  (Th)  Heb.  xi,  24-29 ;  Lev.  i,  ii.  (F)  iii,  iv.  (Sa)  v, 
vi.     (Su)  vii,  viii. 

14TH  Week. — (M)  Lev.  ix,  x.  (Tu)  xi,  xii.  (W)  xiii. 
(Th)  xiv.     (F)  XV.     (Sa)  xvi,  xvii.     (Su)  xviii,  xix. 

15TH  Week. — (M)  Lev.  xx,  xxi.  (Tu)  xxii.  (W)  xxiii. 
(Th)  xxiv.     (F)   xxv.     (Sa)    xxvi    (Su)    xxvii,    Heb.    i,    ii. 

[Hebrews  being  an  explanation  of  Leviticus.] 
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I 6th  Week. — (M)  Heb.  iii,  iv,  v.  (Tu)  vi.  (W)  viii,  ix. 
(Th.)  X.     (F)  xii,  xiii,     (Sa)  Numb.  i.     (Su)  ii,  iii. 

17TH  Week.— (M)  Numb.  iv.  (Tu)  v.  (W)  vi  (Th)  vii. 
(F)  viii.     (Sa)  ix,  x.     (Su)  xi,  xii,  xiii. 

i8th  Week.— (M)  Numb.  xiv.  (Tu)  xv.  (W)  xvi.  (Th) 
xvii,  xviii,  (F)  xix,  xx.  (Sa)  xxi.  (Su)  Psa.  Ixxxv,  Ixxxvi ; 
Numb,  xxii,  xxiii. 

19TH  Week. — (M)  Numb.  xxiv.  xxv.  (Tu.)  xxvi.  (Wed) 
xxvii,  xxviii.  (Th)  xxix,  xxx  (F)  xxxi.  (Sa)  xxxii.  (Su) 
xxxiii,  xxxiv. 

20TH  W'EEK. — (M)  Numb,  xxxv,  xxxvi.  (Tu)  Psa.  cxix, 
1-56.  [The  Psalm  of  praise  for  the  Law.]  (W)  57-96 
(Th)  97-136.  (F)  137-176.  (Sa)  Psa.  cvii.  (Su)  Deut. 
i,  ii. 

2 1ST  Week.— (M)  Deut.  iii.  (Tu)  iv.  (W)  v.  (Th)  vi, 
vii.     (F)  viii,  ix.     (Sa)  x,  xi.     (Su)  xii,  xiii,  xiv. 

2 2D  Week. — (M)  Deut.  xv,  xvi.  (Tu)  xvii,  xviii.  (W) 
xix,  XX.  (Th)  xxi,  xxii.  (F)  xxiii,  xxiv.  (Sa)  xxv.  xxvi. 
(Su)  xxvii,  xxviii. 

23D  Week. — (M)  Deut.  xxix,  xxx.  (Tu)  xxxi.  (W)  xxxii. 
(Th)  xxxiii,  xxxiv.  (F)  Josh,  i,  ii.  (Sa)  iii,  iv.  (Su)  v, 
vi,  vii. 

24TH  Week.— (M)  Josh.  viii.  (Tu)  ix.  (W)  x.  (Th)  xi, 
xii.     (F)  xiii,  xiv.     (Sa)  xv.     (Su)  xvi. 

25TH  Week. — (M)  Josh,  xvii,  xviii.  (Tu)  xix.  (W)  xx, 
xxi.  (Th)  xxii,  xxiii.  (F)  xxiv.  (Sa)  Eph.  i,  ii.  (Su)  iii^ 
iv,  V,  vi.  [Ephesians  and  Colossians  being  spiritual  com- 
mentaries upon  Joshua.] 
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26th  Week  — (M)  Col.  i.  (Tu.  ii.  (W)  iii.  (Th)  iv., 
(F)  Judges  i,  ii.     (Sa)  xvii,  xviii.     (Su)  xix,  xx. 

27TH  Week. — (M)  Judges  xxi.  (Tu)  iii,  iv.  (W)  v,  vi. 
(Th)  vii,  viii.  (F)  ix.  (Sa)  x,  xi.  (Su)  xii,  xiii,  xiv,  xv, 
xvi. 

28TH  Week. — (M)  Neh.  ix,  Heb.  xi,  30-40.  (Tu)  Ruth 
i,  ii.  (W)  iii,  iv.  (Th)  i  Sam.  i.  (F)  ii.  (Sa)  iii,  iv.  (Su) 
V,  vi,  vii,  viiii. 

29TH  Week. — (M)  i  Sam.  ix,  x.  (Tu)  xi,  xii,  xiii.  (W) 
xiv.  (Th)  XV.  (F)  xvi,  Psa.  xix,  xxiii.  (Sa)  i  Sam.  xvii, 
(Su)  xviii,  Psa.  viii,  ix,  xxix.  [The  Psalms  being  intro- 
duced in  the  history  at  the  points  whan  they  were  composed 
and  sung.  The  locality  of  many  is  certain,  of  others  only 
probable.] 

30TH  Week. — (M)  i  Sam.  xix,  Psa.  Iviii,  lix.  (Tu)  i 
Sam.  XX ;  Psa.  xi,  Ixiv.  (W)  i  Sam.  xxi,  Psa.  Iii,  Ivi,  Ixx,  xxxiv, 
xl.  (Th)  I  Sam.  xxii,  1-2;  i  Chron.  xii,  8-18;  2  Sam.  xxiii, 
13-17;  I  Chron.  xi,  15-19;  Psa.  Ivii.  (F)  cxlii,  xiii,  xl,  cxli, 
civ.  (Sa)  I  Sam.  xxii,  3-19;  Psa.  xvii.  (Su)  i  Sam.  xxiii,  i, 
xxii,  20-23,  xxiii,  6,  2-5,  7-12;  Psa.  Hi,  xxxi. 

31ST  Week. — (M)  i  Sam.  xxiii,  13-23  ;  Psa.  liv;  1  Sam. 
xxiii,  24-29;  Psa.  liv,  xxxv,  xxxvi.  (Tu)  i  Sam.  xxiv ;  Psa. 
vii,  xii,  cxx.  (W)  i  Sam.  xxv;  Psa.  liii.  (Th)  i  Sam.  xxvi, 
xxvii,  1-7 ;  I  Chron.  xii,  1-7 ;  Psa.  xvi,  xxxviii,  xxxix. 
(F)  I  Sam.  xxvii,  8-12;  xxviii,  xxix.  (Sa)  i  Chron.  xii,  19- 
22;   I  Sam.  XXX  (Su)  xxxi;   1  Chron.  x,  1-14. 

32D  Week. — (M)    2   Sam.    i,   1-27;  ii :   1-7;    Psa.  xxvii, 
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ci,  xcv.  (Tu)  2  Sam.  ii,  12-32.  (W)  lii.  (Th)  iv,  v, 
1-3;  xxiii,  8-12,  18-39.  (F)  V,  4-10;  I  Chron.  xi,  1-3,  xii, 
23-40.  (Sa)  xi,  10-14,  20,  26-47,  4-9;  Psa.  xxi.  (Su)  cviii, 
ex,  cxxii,  cxxxi,  cxxxiii. 

33D  Week. — (M)  2  Sam.  v,  11-25;  i  Chron.  xiv ;  Psa. 
xxi,  cxxiv.  (Tu)  2  Sam.  vi ;  Psa.  cxxxii,  xxiv.  (W)  xciv, 
cxxxvii,  xxix.  (Th)  Ixxviii.  (F)  2  Sam.  vii ;  i  Chron.  xvii. 
(Sa  and  Su)  Messianic  Psalms :  ii,  xlv,  xxii,  ex,  exviii. 

34TH  \\  EEK. — (M)  2  Sam.  viii ;  i  Chron.  xviii ;  Psa.  Ix. 
(Tu)  Ixi,  xliv,  XX.  (W)  2  Sam.  ix,  x ;  i  Chron.  xix.  (Th) 
2  Sam.  xi,  xii,  26-31;  i  Chron.  xx,  1-3.  (F)  2  Sam.  xii, 
1-23  ;  Psa.  Ii.  (Sa  and  Su)  The  other  "  Penitential  Psalms"  : 
vi,  Ixix,  ciii,  xxxii,  xxxiii,  exxxix. 

35TH  Week. — (M)  2  Sam.  xii,  24,  25,  xiii;  Psa.  vi.  (Tu) 
2  Sam.  xiv,  1-7,  15-17,  8-14,  18-33.  (^^)  2  Sam.  xv,  xvi. 
(Th,  F,  Sa  and  Su)  Psalm.s  of  first  night  and  day  after  Da- 
vid was  driven  from  his  throne  into  the  wilderness  beyond 
Jordan  :  iv,  iii,  v,  exlii,  exliv,  xxvi,  xxviii,  Ixi,  Ixii,  exliii, 
xlii,  Iv,  xii,  eix,  Ixix,  Ixxxvi,  cxxi. 

36TH  Week. — (M)  2  Sam.  xvii,  25-29,  xviii,  1-6  ;  Psa. 
xliii.  [David's  prayer  at  Mahanaim  while  Joab  fought  in 
the  wood.]  (Tu)  2  Sam.  xviii,  7-25,  xix.  (W)  xx,  i,  2,  4- 
22  ;  Psa.  Ixxxiv.  (Th)  2  Sam.  xx,  23-26,  xxi.  (F)  xxii. 
(Sa)  I  Chron.  xx,  4-8 ;  Psa.  xviii.  (Su)  2  Sam.  xxiv,  1-9, 
10-25;  ^  Chron.  xxi,  1-5;  xxvii,  23,  24;  xxi,  6,  7,  8-30; 
Psa.  xxx,  eiii. 

37TH  Week. — (M)  i  Chron.  xxii;   i  Kings  i,  1-14.     (Tu) 
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1  Chron.  xxiii,  xxiv.  (W)  xxv,  xxvi.  (Th)  xxvii,  1-22,  25- 
34,  xxviii,  11-21.  (F)  xxix,  1-25;  Psa.  Ixv,  Ixvii.  (Sa) 
Ixviii.     (Su)  Ixxii,  xci,  cxlv. 

38TH  Week. — (M)  i  Kings  ii,  1-9;  2  Sam.  xxiii,  1-7,  i 
Chron.  xxix,  26-30;  i  Kings  ii^  10,  11.  (Tu)  i  Kingp, 
ii,  12,  iii,  4-15;  2  Chron.  i,  1-12  ;  i  Kings  iii,  15-28;  2 
Chron.  i,  13.  (W)  i  Kings,  ii,  13-38;  v,  1-18.  (Th)  2 
Chron.  ii,  1-18  ;  i  Kings  ii,  39-46  ;  iii,  1-3  ;  vi,  1-8,  15-36. 
(F)  vii,  13-50.  (Sa)  vi,  9-14,  37,  38  ;  vii,  51  ;  2  Chron.  ii', 
4;  V,  I.     (Su)  I  Kings,  viii,  i-ii,  62-64,  12-61,  65,  66, 

39TH  Week. — (M)  2  Chron.  v,  2-14,  vii,  4-7,  vi.  (Tu) 
vii,  3,  8, 10  ;  Psa.  xlvii,  xcvii.  (W)  xcviii,  xcix,  c.  (Th)  i  Kings 
vii,  1-12,  ix,  1-9;  2  Chron.  vii,  11-22;  i  Kings  ix,  10-25. 
(F)  2  Chron.  viii,  i-io,  12--16;  i  Kings  ix,  24;  2  Chron. 
viii,  II.     (Sa  and  Su)  Song  of  Solomon. 

40TH  Week. — (AI)  i  Kings  iv,  1-28  ;  x,  26  ;  ix,  26-28;  x, 
14-25,  27-29.  (Tu)  2  Chron.  ix,  26,  25  ;  i,  14;  viii,  17,18; 
ix,  13-21,  24;  i,  15-17;  ix,  27,  28.     (W)  T  Kings  iv,  29-33; 

2  Chron.  ix,  22  ;  Prov.  i.  (Th)  ii,  iii.  (F)  iv,  v.  (Sa)  vi. 
(Su)  vii,  viii. 

4 1  ST  Week. — (M)  Prov.  ix,  x.  (Tu)  xi.  (W)  xii,  xiii. 
(Th)  xiv.     (F)  XV.     (Sa)  xvi.     (Su)  xvii,  xviii,  xix. 

42D  Week.— (M)  Prov.  xx.  (Tu)  xxi.  (W)  xxii.  (Th) 
xxiii.     (F)  xxiv.     (Sa)  xxv.     (Su)  xxvi,  xxvii,  xxviii. 

43D  Week. — (M)  Prov.  xxix.  (Tu)  xxx.  (W)  xxxi. 
(Th)  I  Kings  iv,  34;  x,  1-13;  2  Chron.  ix,  23,  1-12.  (F) 
I  Kings  xi.     (Sa)  Eccl.  i,  ii.     (Su)  iii,  iv,  v. 
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44TH  Week. — (M)  Eccl.  vi,  vii.  (Tu)  viii,  ix.  (W)  x, 
xi.     (Th)  xii.     (F)  i  Kings  xi,  41-43;  2  Chron.  ix,  29-31 ; 

1  Kings  xii,   1-19;    2  Chron.  x.     (Sa)  i   Kings  xii,  20-33; 

2  Chron.  xi.     (Su)  i  Kings  xiii ;   2  Chron.  xii. 

45 TH  Week.— (M)  i  Kings  xiv.  (Tu)  xv.  (W)  2  Chron. 
xiii,  xiv.  (Th)  xv,  xvi,  xvii.  (F)  i  Kings  xvi.  (Sa)  xvii. 
Su  xviii,  xix. 

46TH  Week. — (M)  i  Kings  xx.  (Tu)  xxi.  (W)  xxii. 
(Th)  2  Chron.  xviii,  xix;  Psa.  Ixxxii.  (F)  2  Chron.  xx ; 
Psa.  cxv.     (Sa)  2  Kings  i,  ii.     (Su)  iii,  iv. 

47 TH  Week. — (M)  2  Kings  v.  (Tu)  vi.  (W)  vii,  viii, 
(Th)  2  Chron.  xx.  (F)  xxi ;  2  Kings  ix.  (Sa)  x.  (Su)  xi; 
2  Chron.  xxii,  xxiii. 

48TH  Week. — (M)  2  Chron.  xxiv ;  2  Kings  xii.  (Tu) 
Jonah  i,  ii,  iii.  (W)  iv;  2  Kings  xiii.  (Th)  xiv  ;  2  Chron. 
XXV.  (F)  xxvi,  1-15  ;  2  Kings  xv,  1-4.  (Sa)  Hos.  i,  ii,  iii. 
(Su)  iv,  V,  vi,  vii. 

[The  books  of  the  prophets  being  introduced  at  the  points  in  the 
history  when  they  were  written.] 

49TH  Week. — (M)  Hos.  viii,  ix,  x.  (Tu)  xi,  xii.  (W) 
xiii,  xiv.  (Th)  Amos  i,  ii.  (F)  iii,  iv.  (Sa)  v,  vi.  (Su) 
vii,  viii,  ix. 

50TH  Week. — (M)  Joel  i,  ii.  (Tu)  iii;  2  Kings  xv,  5  ; 
2  Chron.  xxvi,  16-22.  (W)  Isa.  i,  i  ;  vi,  ii.  (Th)  iii,  iv- 
(F)  V.  (Sa)  2  Chron.  xxvi,  23  ;  xxvii,  1-6 ;  2  Kings  xv, 
6-36.  (Su)  Micah  i,  ii ;  2  Kings  xv,  s^~S^i  ^^i,  1-5;  2 
Chron.  xxviii,  1-4. 
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5 1ST  Week. — (M)  Isa.  vii,  viii.  (Tu)  ix,  x,  1-4;  xvii. 
(W)  2  Chron.  xxviii,  5-15,  16,  21,  17-20;  2  Kings  xvi,  6-S, 
9.  (Th)  Obadiah.  (F)  Isa.  i,  2-31.  (Sa)  xxviii.  (Su)  2 
Chron.  xxviii,  22-25  J  2  Kings  xvi,  10-18  ;  Hos.  v,  vi. 

52D  Week. — (M)  2  Kings  xvi,  19,-20;  2  Chron.  xxviii, 
26,  27;  Isa.  xiv,  28-32;  2  Kings  xvii,  1-3;  xviii,  i,  2  ;  2 
Chron.  xxix.  (Tu)  xxx,  xxxi.  (W)  2  Kings  xviii,  3-6 ; 
Isa.  XV,  xvi.  (Th)  Micah  iii,  iv,  v.  (F)  vi,  vii.  (Sa)  2 
Kings  xvii,  4 ;  Hos.  vii,  viii,  ix.  (Su)  x,  xi,  xii,  xiii,  xiv ; 
2  Kings  xvii,  6-23;  xviii,  xix,  xx. 

[The  plan  for  second  year  will  be  pubHshed  as  early  as  September, 
1879.  All  who  desire  it,  and  send  name  and  address,  with  stamp,  to 
Rev.  W.  F.  Crafts,  106  Twenty-fourth  Street,  Chicago,  will  be  notified 
of  price  and  place  at  which  it  can  be  secured.] 
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WiNTs   ON  Bible    Reading, 

FROM    A 

MARKED   BIBLE  AND  ITS  SURROUNDINGS. 


I.     AS  TO  BIBLES. 

1.  The  marked  Bible  referred  to  is  Bagsters  ^^Fac-swiile 
Large  Edition''*  The  owner  wishes  he  had  bought  the 
same  edition  without  the  Concordance^  as  the  latter  increases 
the  weight  for  carrying  and  the  thickness  for  the  pocket, 
and  is  almost  valueless,  like  all  condensed  concordances, 
in  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  turn  to  fifty  passages  to 
find  the  one  desired.  No  na77ie  is  stamped  in  gilt  on  the  out- 
side of  the  cover ^  as  such  marks  soon  wear  away  and  leave 
only  a  scar. 

2.  Around  this  marked  Bible  are  several  others,  each 
with  some  peculiar  value  of  its  own.  (a)  ''''The  Teacher s 
Bible^'  large  paper  edition,  of  the  American  Tract  Society, 
with  inch  margins^  which  is  ranked  by  Vincent,  Hazard, 
Abbott,  and  others,  as  equal  to  the  English  Bible  referred  to 
above,  and  is  more  convenient  in  size  than  the  correspond- 
ing inch  margin  edition  of  Bagster's.  This  is  to  receive 
in  the  owner's  next  reading  of  the  Bible  more  complete 
marginalia  than  the  marked  Bible  itself,     (b)  Another  very 
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valuable  Bible  for  study  use,  which  is  too  large  to  carry 
about,  is  "  The  Holy  Bible  with  marginal  readi?2gs  printed ai 
lengthy  published  by  J.  B.  Lippincott,  Philadelphia,"  a  book 
about  twice  as  thick  as  The  Teacher's  Bible  just  referred 
to,  and  saving  very  much  time  by  giving  the  marginal 
reference  *' printed  at  length"  in  two  central  columns  of 
each  page,  (c)  On  a  shelf  at  hand  stand  three  of  the 
beautiful  but  cheap  Centennial  Reference  Bibles  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  costing  but  25  cents  each;  one  in 
red  to  be  marked  only  in  its  references  to  salvation  by  the 
blood  of  Christ,  from  Abel's  altar  in  Genesis  to  the  slain 
Lamb  on  the  throne  in  Revelation  ;  another  in  green  to  mark 
passages  about  nature  \  the  third  in  black  to  mark  verses  oj 
punish?7ient  and  war?ting,  (d)  In  this  study  there  is  also 
the  best  fa??iily  Bible  in  the  world,  with  2,000  illustrations, 
all  true  to  Oriental  life  and  free  from  the  cart-wheel  haloes 
and  monkish  cowls  of  the  '*  Old  Masters," — a  Bible  costing 
^25,  but  worth  it  in  every  home  for  its  true  and  powerful 
enkindlings  of  interest  in  Scripture.  [Sold  by  subscription 
byW.  J.  Holland  &  Co.,  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  Chicago,  111.] 
(e)  Bagster's  Paragraph  Bible^  in  four  volumes,  a  help  of 
great  value  (although  few  can  afford  thirty  dollars  in  this 
direction)  to  obviate  the  wrong  impression  of  the  modern 
and  often  mismade  chapter-and-verse  divisions  of  the  Bible, 
which  should  rather  be  in  paragraphs,  (f)  The  Bible  in 
small  ten-cent  volumes,  with  one  or  two  books  in  each  for  the 
vest  pocket,  as  published  by  both  British   and   American 
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Bible  Societies,  a  happy  way  of  *^  gathering  up  the  frag- 
ments "  of  precious  time  for  Bible  Study,  (g)  In  this  study 
also  are  found  AlforcTs  translation  of  the  New  Testament, 
costing  but  a  dollar,  and  translations  by  Conant  of  the  Bible 
Union,  Noyes  and  others,  of  Old  Testament  books,  besides 
the  Polyglot  Bible  in  four  languages,  and  various  other  trans- 
lations not  necessary  for  the  lay  student,  (h)  An  interleaved 
Bible  in  which  the  owner's  whole  library  is  being  catalogued 
in  its  references  to  Bible  passages,  with  the  copying  of  brief 
notes  and  meditations  also.  (i)  Bagsters  '^  Treasury  of 
Scripture  Knowledge^''  not  in  the  Treasury  Bible,  which 
makes  a  needless  expense  when  one  has  Bibles  enough,  but 
in  separate  form,  costing  about  a  dollar  and  a  half,  a  com- 
mentary in  Bible  language  on  the  corresponding  pages  of 
Bagster's  Bible. 

3.  Many  can  afford  all  these  Bibles,  but  more  can  only 
buy  those  most  essential — one  strong  reference  Bible,  the 
"Bagster  "  or  "  Teacher,"  the  cheap  Centennial  Bibles  and 
"The  Treasury  of  Bible  Knowledge." 

4.  In  any  case  a  daily  Bible  should  be  portable  and  of 
clear ^  large  print.  Moody  says  :  "  I  am  sick  of  these  little 
fine  types.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  get  a  good-sized  Bible 
because  you  will  grow  old  by-and-by,  and  your  sight  may 
grow  poor,  and  you  won't  want  to  give  up  the  one  you  have 
been  used  to  reading  in  after  it  has  come  to  seem  like  a 
sort  of  life -long  companion." 
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II.     AS  TO  BIBLE  MARKING. 

5.  Returning  to  the  marked  Bible  we  note  first  the  use  of 
its  blank  leaves  and  spaces.  On  the  first  fly-leaf  is  written 
the  three-fold  address  of  this  Bible-letter  from  God  to  all 
men : 

*'  I  write  unto  you,  fathers." 
"I  write  unto  you,  young  men." 
"  I  write  unto  you,  little  children.'' 
On  another  page  is  the  owner's  ''  plan  of  Bible  Reading/' 
on  another,  "  Hints  in  regard  to  Bible  Reading;  "  on  another 
the  owner's  name  and  the  motto,  **  Do  ye  nexte  thynge ;'' 
and  on  another, 


THE     BIBLE    GLEANERS*    MOTTO  : — 

The  e  is  more  of  valuable  truth  yet  to  be  gleaned 
from  the  sacred  writings  that  has  thus  far  escaped 
the  attention  of  commentators  than  from  all  other 
sources    of  human    knowledge   combined. — Daniel 

Webster. 


At  the  top  of  the  title-page  the  words,  ''Thy  Thoughts," 
are  printed  as  the  Psalmist's  name  for  the  Bible.  With  the 
"  Order  of  the  Books  "  is  marked  the  time  required  for  con- 
tinuous reading  of  each.  (Given  in  "  The  Bible  and  Sunday- 
School,"  with  discussion  of  this  comprehensive  method  of 
Bible  reading).     At  the  close  of  the  "  Preface  "  the  owner 
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has  noted  his  own  *'  Si^ns  in  Bible  Marking  "  ;  R  for  begin- 
ning of  Scripture  Reading,  and  E  for  its  end.  X  for  a  text. 
M  for  Messianic  passages  in  the  Old  Testament.  ^^  the 
mark  for  Christos  in  the  catacombs  and  elsewhere  in  the 
ancient  church  for  references  in  the  New  Testament  to 
Christ's  divinity.  A  for  passages  on  the  Trinity.  D  for 
passages  on  the  Kingdom  of  God.  7  for  the  combination 
of  God  and  Man  in  Christian  work.  10  for  Christian  per- 
fection. 40  for  temptation  and  trial.  A  circle  for  refer- 
ences to  the  eternal  future.  A  small  picture  of  a  harp  for 
references  to  music.  P.P.  beside  proved  promises,  and  a 
blue  underline  for  promises  in  general,  C  beside  refer- 
ences to  childhood,  and  W  to  woman.  The  date  beside  a 
text,  from  which  in  private  meditation  or  public  teaching  at 
that  time  a  spiritual  uplift  has  been  received.  A  heavy 
black  underline  for  judgments.  A  red  underline  for  refer- 
ences to  the  blood  and  the  cross,  especially  those  passages 
of  prophecy  and  during  Christ's  life  that  point  forward  to 
it,  these  red  passages  giving  "  the  shadow  of  the  cross,"  as 
the  coming  event  cast  its  shadow  before  it   in   the  heart  of 

the  prophets  and  of  Christ.  ^<- ^^C  ^^  indicate  God's 

warnings,  suggested  by  Jonathan's  friendly  arrows  w^arning 
David.  A  line  from  a  word  to  the  margin  when  a  note  is  to 
be  written  in  connection  with  it,  or  from  one  word  to  an- 
other with  which  it  is  desirable  to  connect  it. 
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PASSAGES  FOR  INQUIRERS. 

A  red  cross  in  the  midst  of  any  verse  by  which  inquirers 
have  been  led  to  saving  faith  and  souls  converted  to  God. 

Red  having  an  especial  attraction  to  the  eye,  the  Christian 
worker  is  greatly  helped  by  these  red  crosses  in  finding 
quickly  the  passages  that  shall  aid  the  inquirer  at  his  side, 
while  the  story  of  some  soul  that  has  cast  anchor  on  this 
very  promise  is  also  brought  to  mind  by  the  same  sign. 

This  Bible  is  most  frequently  opened  in  the  Inquiry 
Room  to  i\\Q  first  six  chapters  of  John  where  there  are  red 
cross  texts  sufficient  for  almost  any  case.  (John  i,  12, 
Melancthon*s  conversion ;  ii,  46,  the  skeptical  Nathaniel's 
conversion;  iii.  5,  14,  16,  2>^\  v,  24;  vi,  37.)  Romans  is 
also  glorious  with  red  cross  texts,  (i,  17,  Luther;  iii,  25; 
iv,  7,  8;  X,  9;  xiii,  13,  14,  Augustine.)  Other  red  cross 
texts  of  especial  value  are  Isa.  i,  18  (for  those  who  feel  them- 
selves "too   sinful  to  be  saved"),  vi,  7,  xxxviii,  17,  xliv,  22, 

23  (for  those  who  do  not  realize  that  sin  is  *'  taken  away  as 
well  as  forgiven),  and  Isa.  liii,  6,  to  show  that  God  has 
"caused  the  iniquities  of  us  all  to  meet  on  him" — our  sub- 
stitute. Also  Luke  ix,  26,  for  those  ashamed  to  confess 
Christ;  xvii,  14,  for  those  waiting  for  feeling  instead  of  mov- 
ing forward  in  obedience.  Acts  x,  43,  xiii,  38,  39.  Prob- 
ably every  case  could  be  met  in  these  red  cross  texts  between  the 
first  of  Luke  and  the  last  of  Romans^  although  the  Isaiah 
passages  are  exceedingly  effective.  A  full  list  of  passages 
for  inquirers,  classified  as  in   articles  on  this  subject  in  the 


IN    BIBLE    READING.  23 

'*  Handbook  of  Bible  Readings,"  is  found  on  two  of  the  fly- 
leaves  at  the  end  of  this  marked  Bible. 

THE  BLANK  LEAVES  AT  THE  END, 

after  the  two  devoted  to  passages  for  inquirers,  are  given  to 
select  readings  from  the  Bible  ^  as  follows  : 

TEMPERANCE     SELECTIONS. 

The  Red  Ribbon  Psalm  xxx  (which  Dr.  Reynolds  says 
'  tells  his  story'). 

The  Crusaders'  Psalms,  x  and  cxlvi  (Read  at  Hillsboro 
on  the  first  day  of  the  Crusade). 

Licensing  Murder,  Esther  iii.  Wine  in  and  Wit  Out, 
Esther  i.  Drunkenness  and  Defeat,  i  Kings  xx,  12-21 ; 
xvi,  8-10.  Money  and  your  Life,  i  Kings  xxi.  The 
Money  Interests  of  Wrong-Doing,  Acts  xix,  23-34.  The 
Woes  of  Wine,  Isa.  v,  10-25  ?  x>  i"3-  License  Laws,  Isa. 
xxviii,  1-7,  13-22.  '*  Rum,  an  old  Jeroboam,"  2  Kings, 
XV,  27-29;  xvii,  6-23.  The  Physical  Benefits  of  Temper- 
ance, Dan.  i,  8-20.  Intemperance  and  Sacrilege,  Dan.  v. 
Rumsellers  as  Robbers,  i  Kings  xx,  1-9.  Wisdom  and  Wine, 
Prov.  ii,  10-22. 

FUNERAL  SELECTIONS. 

Memories  of  Noble  lives,  i  Sam.  xii,  1-5.  Death  of  a 
Christian  Son,  i  Kings  xvii,  17-24.  Immortal  Influence  on 
Earth,  2  Kings  xiii,  20,  21.  Death  Transfigured,  Luke  ix, 
28-36.  Glorified  bj  Death,  John,  xii,  23-33.  Death  of  the 
Aged,  Eccl.  xii. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SELECTIONS. 
The  Teacher's  Commission,  Ex.  iii,  1-14;  iv,  10-12. 
The  Sunday-school  and  National  Life,  Deut.  iv,  5-9,  40. 
The  Law  of  God  preserved  and  spread  by  teaching,  Deut. 
vi,  1-9.  Who  should  attend  Sunday-school,  Deut.  xxix, 
9-12.  The  International  Lessons,  Mic.  iv,  1-7.  Bible 
Reading  and  Study,  Ezek.  ii,  7-10;  iii,  1-4.  Shepherds — 
false  and  true,  Ezek.  xxxiv  ;  Psa.  xxiii ;  John  x.  Exhor- 
tation to  Study,  iv,  11-16.  Adaptation  in  Teaching,  Isa. 
xxviii,  24-29.  The  Purpose  of  the  Sunday-school,  Psa. 
Ixxviii,  1-8. 

MESSAGES  FOR  YOUNG  MEN. 

God's  Letter  to  Young  Men,  i  John  ii,  14-29.  The  Curse 
of  Dishonesty,  2  Kings  v,  20-27.  Victory,  i  Kings  xx, 
13-21. 

MISSIONARY  SELECTIONS. 

2  Chron.  vi,  32,  s;^  ;  i  Sam.  v,  1-5  ;  i  Kings  vii,  23-25  ; 
viii,  41-43  ;  Isa.  ii,  2-4;  Ix,  8-22. 

COMMUNION  SELECTIONS. 
2  Chron.  xxix,  20-24;     1  Chron.  xi,  15-19:    Josh.  v.  10- 
15  ;  2  Chron.  xxx. 

MISCELLANEOUS  SELECTIONS. 
On    God    in    Nature,    Psa.  xc,  civ,  xxix,  xxxvi,  Ixxxviii, 
Iviii,  viii,  cxxxix,  cxlvii.     In    a    Stoim,  Psa.  xxix.     Watch- 
night  or  New  Year's,  Neh.  ix.     *' Good  Friday,"  Psa.  xxii ; 
John,    xix.      Promise    Meeting,    Psa.    xci.      Farewell  to  a 
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church,  Gal.  i,  ii.  The  Sabbath,  Neh.  xiii,  15-22.  Dedica- 
tion of  a  Church,  Neh.  xii,  27-30,  43,46  ;  xiii,  12  ;  Ezra  iii, 
8-13;  Exod.  XXV,  1-22.  Thanksgiving — Review  of  Mercies, 
Neh.  ix,  5-38.  Giving,  2  Chron.  xxxi,  5-10  ;  Exod.  xxxv, 
21-29;  2  Kings  xii,  9-15.  Week  of  Prayer,  2  Chron.  xxx, 
21-27;  Josh,  vi,  T-16,  20.  Sacred  Music,  2  Chron.  v, 
11-14  ;  xxix,  25-36.  Collection  to  build  a  Church,  2  Chron. 
xxiv,  9-14.  Civil  Service  Reform,  2  Chron.  xix,  i-ii. 
Preaching  the  whole  truth,  2  Chron.  xviii.  Revivals — not 
of  man  but  of  God,  2  Chron.  xiv,  9-15  ;  xv,  1-7  ;  xvi,  7-14  ; 
I  Kings  XX,  22-30.  Prayer,  i  Chron.  iv,  9,  10;  xiv,  8-17. 
Backsliding,  2  Chron.  vi,  36-42;  i  Sam.  vii,  1-12.  The 
Peace  of  the  Saved,  Isa.  iv,  2-6  ;  xii;  xxv,  i-io;  xxvi,  1-12. 
Spiritism,  Isa.  viii,  20-22.  God's  Love  and  Mercy,  Isa.  xxx, 
15-21,  23.  Punishment  and  Promises,  Isa.  xxxiii,  14-17, 
20-24;  XXXV.  God's  Power  and  Majesty,  Isa.  xl,  12-31. 
A  Nation's  Fall,  Isa.  xlvii,  5-11.  Woman's  Christian  Work, 
Rom.  xvi,  1-12,  25-37.  The  Worship  of  Gold,  Dan.  iii. 
Religion  in  Business,  Exod.  xxxi,  1-5  ;  xxxv,  30-35. 
National  Passages,  2  Chron.  xx ;  Prov.  xxix.  The  more 
familiar  passages  on  these  topics  are  not  noted. 

Very  much  more  of  force  and  interest  can  be  given  to 
Scripture  reading  in  the  pulpit,  the  Sunday-school  and  the 
home,  by  ^  more  careful  adaptation  of  the  pass  ao;es  to  passing 
events  or  topics  to  be  considered.  If  one  is  looking  for  such 
selections  as  he  reads  his  Bible,  and  notes  them  on  one  of 
his  fly-leaves,  he  will  have  a  great  variety  for  all  occasions. 
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HEADINGS  OF  BIBLE  BOOKS. 

6.  At  the  head  of  each  bock  in  this  marked  Bible  we  find 
the  ''  keyword,"  or  *'  central  thought,"  also  its  7nost  fre- 
quent words  and  phrases  ;  the  time  required  for  reading,  and 
the  number  of  verses  in  the  book,  in  many  cases.  (The 
keywords  of  all  the  Bible  books  are  given  in  *'  The  Bible 
and  Sunday-school.")  At  the  heading  of  Isaiah^  for  instance, 
we  find:  ''I  have  spoken  by  the  prophets."  (Hos.  xii,  lo.) 

Prominent  words  :  ''  Light,"  ''  Darkness,"  ''  Afiiiction," 
"  Salvation,"  "  Strength,"  "Peace,"  "  Delight,"  '^Ashamed," 
'^  I  will."  [Nine  topical  threads,  on  each  of  which  a  Bible 
Reading  may  be  gathered  by  noting  on  nine  slips  of  paper, 
as  the  book  is  read,  the  passages  in  which  these  nine  words 
or  phrases  occur.]  Keyword,  "  Salvation."  Time  required 
for  reading,  2  h.  50  m.  No.  of  verses,  1,292,  or  85  v.  per 
day  for  15  days. 

At  the  head  of  Ezra  we  find  :  '*  Keyword,  *  Separate,' 
(x,  II.)  [See  Josh,  xxiii,  11  ;  Judg.  ii,  3  ;  2  Chron.  xxv,  10.] 
Time,  50  min."  At  the  head  of  Nehetniah^  "  Keywords, 
*  Let  us  rise  up  and  build.*  (ii,  18.)  Time,  55  min."  At  the 
head  of  Esther^  "  Keywords,  *  The  man  whom  the  king 
delighteth  to  honor.'  Time,  30  min."  At  the  head  oi  Job, 
*'  Prominent  words,  'Afflicted,'  *  Tongue,'  *  Almighty.'  (30.)" 
"  Keywords,  *So  God  blessed  the  latter  end  of  Job  more 
than  the  beginning.'  (xlii,  12.)"  At  the  head  of  Psabns^ 
'*  Prominent  words.  Praise,  Joy,  Affliction,  Deliver,  Keep, 
Wait,  Mercy,  Peace,  Refuge,  Satisfied,  Tongue,  Trust.    Key- 
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words,  Praise  for  Blessedness."  At  the  beginning  of 
Romans^  *'  Paul's  letter  to  the  Christians  at  Rome  and  to 
us;  Prominent  words:  Sin,  Death,  Flesh,  Faith,  Justified, 
What  Then,  Therefore.  Keywords,  Judgment  and  Justi- 
fication (v,  1 8)/* 

These  and  similar  marks  at  the  beginning  of  each  Bible 
book  are  the  outcome  of  reading  each  Bible  book  compre- 
hensively at  one  or  two  sittings  to  get  at  its  great  leading 
thoughts,  which  can  not  be  done  if  the  study  is  always 
verse  by  verse  or  chapter  by  chapter. 

7.  There  are,  perhaps,  some  in  whose  minds  marks  would 
prevent  fresh  thought  on  the  marked  passage,  new  and 
deeper  views  of  its  meaning.  For  such  persons  it  may  be 
best  to  have  one  Bible  for  marking  and  another  for  ordinary 
reading,  the  marked  Bible  being  referred  to  when  occasion 
requires,  as  a  personal  commentary. 
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III.     TOPICAL  BIBLE  READINGS. 

8.  For  convenience  in  rapid  turning  to  passages  when  a 
dozen  are  to  be  read  in  the  same  discourse  or  *'  Bible 
Reading,"  there  is  in  this  Bible  a  set  of  eleven  Bible  book- 
marks^ made  of  the  narrowest  gros-grain  ribbons,  with 
doubled  silk  braid  for  colors  in  which  the  ribbon  can  not 
be  obtained.  These  are  first  sewed  on  a  small  piece  of 
stout  silk  cloth,  which  is  in  turn  sewed  to  the  inside  of  the 
levant  cover  at  the  top  centre.  The  first  passage  is 
indicated  by  black ;  the  next  three  passages  by  the  primary 
colors,  blue,  red,  yellow;  the  next  three  texts  by  purple, 
green  and  gray  ;  and  the  last  three  by  "  red  (pink),  white, 
and  blue"  (light  shade),  while  a  full  width  brown  ribbon 
indicates  the  locality  of  the  longest  or  fundamental  reading. 
The  brass  hand  pointers  are  used  to  indicate  the  exact 
locality  of  the  text. 

9.  In  Bible  readings  a  printed  blanks  as  below,  is  dis- 
tributed : 

No 

Please  find  in  your  Bible  the  passage  indicated  on  this  slip,  and 
when  it  is  called  for  by  book,  chapter  and  verse  (not  by  number)  rise 
and  read  it  loudly  and  clearly,  facing  as  many  of  the  audience  as 
possible. 

Book .- - 

Chapter Verse 
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10.  In  parlor  Bible  readings  it  is  less  formal  to  read 
without  risifigy  and  also,  of  course,  in  Bible  readiness  at 
family  prayers  or  other  small  gatherings.  When  topical 
Bible  readings  are  given  in  very  large  services  or  preced- 
ing the  sermon  it  is  usually  best  for  the  leader  to  read  all 
the  passages  or  have  them  read  in  concert. 

11.  Near  this  Bible  are  found  outlines  of  Bible  Readi7igs^ 
pri?tted  with  the  ''electric  pen^''  to  give  away  after  the  exer- 
cises, that  the  topics  may  be  preserved  and  the  passages  re- 
examined by  the  hearers  at  home.  A  specimen  is  given 
below : 

GOD'S  FIRST  LETTER  TO  THE  CHRISTIANS  AT 
CORINTH. 

[See  double  address  in  Ch.  i,  24.] 
437  verses  or  6^^  verses  per  day  for  one  week.     Time,  45 
minutes. 

KEYWORD,  "  CHARITY  "  (LOVE).     See  xvi,  14. 

Secondary  keys,  xiv,  40  and  vii,  29-31. 

I.  Charity  as  supreme  love  to  God,  conquering  all  tenden- 
cies to  heart-idolatry  and  all  over-estimates  of  religious 
forms,  leaders  and  sects.  Notice  name  of  God  and  Christ 
sixteen  times  in  first  ten  verses.  See,  also,  i,  11-17;  iii^ 
21-23;  xii ;  x,  1-13  ;  xv,  1-6,  etc. 

II.  Charity  as  the  love  without  which  God  can  not  be  known. 
See  i,  21,  30;  ii,  9-16,  etc. 
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III.  Charity  as  the  Divine  love  that  is  the  best  king  for  ou? 
bodies.     See  vi,  19,  20;  x,  31,  etc. 

IV.  Charity  as  the  Heart- Ma?ihood  of  Love,  See  ii\ 
1-3  ;  xvi,  13,  etc. 

V.  Charity  as  unselfish^  unsuspicious^  forbearing^  self-sacri- 
ficing love  to  7nan,     See  xiii,  1-7,  etc. 

VI.  Charity  as  Eter?tal  love.     See  xiii,  8-1 '^. 

THE  BIBLE  AND  THE  CHILDREN. 

12.  We  wish  to  call  the  especial  attention  of  mothers,  and 
teachers  as  well,  to  ''Kenneth  Forbes;  or,  Fourteen  Waysot 
Reading  the  Bible,"  whose  great  value,  we  fear,  is  but  little 
known.  In  the  form  of  a  delightful  story  of  home  life, 
fourteen  ways  of  reading  the  Bible  with  interest  in  the  home^ 
and  in  connection  with  the  children,  are  delightfully 
described — a  book  that  any  student  of  the  Bible  will  find 
profitable,  but  which  mothers  could  read  aloud  with  inter- 
est to  the  little  ones  at  home,  or  which  the  children  would 
enjoy  reading  themselves  in  cases  where  the  parents  can 
not  or  will  not  add  the  additional  interest  of  their  co-oper- 
ation. The  book  costs  only  about  75  cents,  or  less,  and  is 
published  by  Nelson  &  Phillips. 

Another  delightful  book  on  the  Bible,  called  "  Bible  Em- 
^Z^;;?^,"  contains  fifty-two  Bible  readings  on  the  emblematic 
topics  of  the  Bible,  such  as  the  Christian  warfare,  religion 
like  gold,  or  like  a  lamp, — very  well  adapted  to  reading  at 
family  prayerSy  each  one  having  a  Bible  and  reading  one  or 
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two  passages — the  whole  reading  not  requiring,  with  a  few 
words  of  explanation,  more  than  the  usual  time  allotted  to 
family  worship,  making  a  delightful  change  from  the  usual 
method.  This  book  can  be  had  by  sending  four  cents  in 
American  or  Canadian  postage  stamps  to  the  Willard  Tract 
Depository,  Toronto,  Ontario. 

*'  Guide  for  Little  Footsteps,"  is  the  name  of  a  little  book 
published  by  the  American  S.  S.  Union,  containing  a  verse 
for  every  day  in  the  year^  selected  especially  for  the  children^ 
the  passages  being  both  short  and  simple.  Every  child 
should  have  this  or  some  similar  book  to  encourage  the 
daily  memorizing  of  a  verse  of  Scripture,  and  it  will  make 
the  habit  more  permanent  and  regular,  if  the  whole  family 
unite  in  the  plan,  and  every  one  recites  a  verse  at  the  break- 
fast table,  or  at  supper.  In  this  connection,  let  us  remind 
our  readers  that  the  Home  Readings,  given  in  various  ques- 
tion books  and  Sunday-school  periodicals,  make  a  very 
delightful  bond  of  union  between  the  Sunday-school  and 
the  home.  We  know  of  some  families  where,  every  morn- 
ing throughout  the  week,  the  Golden  Text  for  the  coming 
Sunday  is  recited  as  the  first  item  in  family  worship,  and 
then  the  Home  Reading  is  read,  and  the  question  asked 
how  it  bears  upon  the  lesson ;  so  that,  with  a  delightful 
variety,  Bible  light  is  centered,  the  whole  week  long,  upon 
the  lesson  of  the  Sabbath. 

13.  The  following  admirable  hints  on  "  How  to  Interest 
Childre7i  in  the  Study  of  the  Bible  '*  are  extracted  from  an 
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article  by  B,   F.  Jacobs  in  the   **  The  Primary  Teacher's 
Monthly :  " 

1.  WHAT    IS   THE    BIBLE? 

At  all  times,  seek  to  impress  children  with  the  fact  that  it 
is  the  word  of  God.  That  "  Holy  men  spake  as  they  were 
moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost."  That  "  ^//  scripture  is  given 
by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable."  When  the  Bible 
is  mentioned,  let  it  be  with  reverence  and  delight.  When  it 
is  read  in  the  family,  avoid  a  hurried  or  careless  manner, 
and  carefully  note  the  words,  and  give  them  proper  empha- 
sis. Always  emphasize  the  names,  or  pronouns,  or  titles  of 
God,  the  Father,  Son,  or  Holy  Spirit. 

In  family  worship,  give  a  Bible,  opened  at  the  proper 
place,  to  every  child  old  enough  to  hold  a  book,  whether 
they  can  read  or  not,  and,  as  soon  as  they  are  able,  have 
them  read  at  least  one  verse.  Give  emphasis  to  the  fact 
that  the  Bible  is  for  each,  and  therefore  let  every  one  have 
a  copy  of  their  own.  Let  the  family  record,  where  every 
name  is  written,  be  a  continual  invitation  and  reminder  of 
the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life,  where  the  names  of  all  the  saved 
are  recorded. 

2.  THE    BIBLE    ONE    BOOK. 

From  the  first,  teach  the  unity  of  the  Bible.  While  it  is 
subdivided  for  convenience  and  profit,  like  the  states  of  the 
Union,  it  is  ''the  many  in  one."  That,  in  the  beginning, 
(Gen.  i,  ii)  God   and  man  were  seen   together,  that   at  the 
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end,  (Rev.  xxi,  xxii)  they  are  seen  together  again ;  and  that 
all  between  is  the  history  of  the  sin  and  separation,  and 
what  God  had  done  to  bring  about  the  final  re-union. 

At  the  proper  ti7ne  teach  the  subdivisions  of  the  Bible, 
Teach  the  general  division  into  parts.  Children  are  fond  of 
numbers,  and  will  easily  remember  these.  The  Old  Testa- 
ment divisions  may  be  illustrated  by  the  fingers  of  one 
hand.  These  are  Pentateuch,  Historical,  Poetical,  Greater 
Prophets,  Lesser  Prophets — five.  You  can  put  the  letters 
on  each  of  the  five  fingers,  viz.:  P.,  H.,  P.,  G.  P.,  L.  P 
Then  (when  these  are  learned),  you  can  add  the  number  of 
the  books  in  each  division — 5,  12,  5,  5,  12,  in  all  39.  Repeat 
frequently,  forwards  and  backwards,  counting  the  letters 
and  fingers  together.  Afterwards,  let  the  spaces  between 
the  fingers  represent  the  divisions  of  the  New  Testament. 
There  are  four — Historical,  Pauline  Epistles,  General 
Epistles,  Prophetical.  The  letters  are  H.,  P.  E.,  G.  E.,  P. 
The  numbers  5,  14,  7,  i.  In  all  27,  or  altogether  dd.  Do 
not  think  this  too  difficult,  but  try  it. 

Afterwards,  the  general  divisions  may  be  subdivided. 
We  may  use  the  rooms  of  a  house  to  illustrate  the  books, 
the  closets  to  represent  chapters,  the  drawers  to  represent 
verses,  and  the  precious  thoughts,  the  treasures  therein. 

THE   BIBLE   A    HISTORY. 

This  will  be  a  delightful  study.  It  begins  far  back  of  ail 
other  histories,  it  reaches  on  beyond  ail  others.     It  con- 
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tains  many  things  nowhere  else  to  be  found;  among  these, 
are  the  creation  of  the  world,  of  man,  the  history  of  sin 
and  the  fall;  the  flood,  the  history  of  redemption;  of  God's 
people,  of  Jesus'  life,  miracles,  and  death.  It  has  very 
many  facts  connected  with  the  history  of  nations,  cities, 
wars,  civilization,  manners  and  customs,  great  men,  etc. 

BIBLE  GEOGRAPHY. 

Beginning  with  the  first  division,  into  land  and  water, 
(Gen.  i,  ii,)  we  may  study  the  separation  into  nations,  the 
divisions  of  the  countries,  the  cities  of  the  Bible,  the  moun- 
tains, the  rivers.  These  might  be  arranged  as  a  recitation, 
different  persons  taking  different  parts. 

BIBLE  BIOGRAPHIES. 

Children  and  adults  usually  connect  their  ideas  with  a 
person,  and  by  association  we  build  around  them  the  les- 
sons of  History,  Geography,  Doctrine,  etc.  First,  remember 
the  one  person  of  the  Bible,  Jesus  Christ.  Let  all  study 
and  association  lead  to  Him.  But  in  order,  we  may  take 
the  men  of  the  Bible.  Let  us  use  the  hand  again.  We 
have  a  history  extending  over  four  thousand  years.  We  will 
place  the  name  of  a  person  on  each  finger,  and  the  spaces 
between  will  represent  the  thousand-year  valleys  between 
these  men,  viz.:  Adam,  Noah,  Abraham,  Solomon,  Christ. 
In  connection  with  these  names,  as  they  are  able  to  bear  it, 
we  may  associate  the  countries,  cities,  events,  and  other 
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persons  of  Scripture.  Our  first  step  would  be  to  place  four 
other  names  in  the  valleys  (Space  of  the  hand  between  the 
fingers),  viz.:  Jared,  Seth,  Moses,  Zerubabel.  This  divides 
it  into  periods  of  five  hundred  years,  and  the  nine  letters 
would  be  A,  J,  N,  S,  A,  M,  S,  Z,  C. 

THE    THREE    GREAT    DIVISIONS 

of  history  are  God's  tests  of  man.  i.  From  Adam  to  Abra- 
ham, 2,000  years,  He  tested  the  race,  and  under  both  trials 
it  failed.  From  Abraham  to  Christ,  2,000  years,  He  tested 
the  nation  of  Israel,  and  found  failure  after  failure.  From 
the  birth  of  Jesus  until  now,  nearly  7,000  years.  He  has 
tested  the  church.  This  last  is  our  own  period,  and  we 
have  specially  to  study  the  New  Testament  to  learn  our 
history,  our  relations,  our  duty  and  our  destiny.  If  the 
children  are  Christians,  we  may  study  the  book  from  the 
home  stand-point,  using  the  family  illustrations.  A  beauti- 
ful series  of  lessons  may  be  arranged  as  follows,  selecting 
suitable  passages  upon  each  subject :  My  Birthday,  My 
Father,  My  Food,  My  Clothes,  My  Life,  My  Grovv^th,  My 
Home,  My  Family,  My  Friend,  My  School,  My  Teacher, 
My  Lessons,  My  Character,  My  Pursuits,  My  Sorrows,  My 
Joys.  These  may  be  given  in  writing,  with  the  references 
only,  and  the  children  taught  to  find  and  write  out  the 
verses  that  answer  the  supposed  questions. 
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THE    CHILD'S    GUIDE    TO    SCRIPTURE    READINGS. 

[Arranged  by  T.  B.  Bishop,  for  the  Children  ;  being  chapters  especially 

clear  and  interesting  to  the  young,  so  arranged  as  to  afford 

a  pleasing  variety  of  subjects.] 


JANUARY. 

FEBRUARY. 

MARCH. 

I. 

Genesis  i. 

I. 

Genesis  xxviii. 

I. 

Proverbs  xvi. 

2. 

Psalm  civ. 

2. 

Proverbs  i. 

2. 

Matthew  xxiii. 

3. 

Matthew  iii. 

3- 

Proverbs  ii. 

3- 

Matthew  xix. 

4. 

Romans  v. 

4- 

Isa.  XXV.  and  xxvi. 

4. 

Matthew  xx. 

5. 

Romans  vi. 

5. 

Matthew  xii. 

5. 

Matthew  xxi. 

6. 

Matthew  iv. 

6. 

onah  i  and  ii. 

6. 

Proverbs  xxiv. 

7- 

Romans  viii. 

7. 

_  onah  iii.  and  iv. 

7. 

I  Corinthians  ii. 

8. 

Genesis  ii. 

8. 

;£zekiel  xviii. 

8. 

Matthew  xxii. 

9- 

Romans  x. 

9- 

Proverbs  iii. 

9- 

Matthew  xxiii. 

10. 

Romans  xi. 

10. 

Ezekiel  xxxvii. 

10. 

Genesis  xii. 

II. 

Romans  xii. 

II. 

Proverbs  iv. 

II. 

Genesis  xiii. 

12. 

Psalm  xxxiv. 

12. 

Matthew  xiii. 

12. 

Genesis  xliii. 

13- 

Genesis  iii. 

13. 

Psalms  xvi  &  xvii. 

13. 

Genesis  xliv. 

14. 

Genesis  vi. 

14. 

Proverbs  viii. 

14. 

Genesis  xiv. 

15- 

Matthew  v. 

15- 

Genesis  xxxii. 

15. 

I  Corinthians  iii. 

16. 

Matthew  vi. 

16. 

Genesis  xxxii. 

16. 

Psalms  Ixii.  &  Ixiii. 

17. 

Matthew  vii. 

17. 

Matthew  xiv. 

17. 

Psalm  xxxi. 

18. 

Matthew  viii. 

18. 

Matthew  xv. 

18. 

Matthew  xxiv. 

19- 

Genesis  vii. 

19. 

Matthew  xvi. 

19. 

Matthew  xxv. 

20. 

Genesis  viii. 

20. 

Genesis  xxxiii. 

20. 

Psa.  xxxii.  &  xxxiii. 

21. 

Matthew  ix. 

21. 

Matthew  xvii. 

21. 

I  Corinthians  xiii. 

22. 

Matthew  x. 

22. 

Proverbs  xi. 

22. 

Genesis  xlvi. 

23. 

Genesis  xiii. 

23- 

Proverbs  xv. 

23- 

Genesis  xlvii. 

24. 

Genesis  xv. 

24. 

Psalms  Ixxxiv.  and 

24- 

Genesis  xlviii. 

25- 

Matthew  xi. 

Ixxxv. 

25. 

Genesis  xlix. 

26. 

Genesis  xviii. 

25. 

Jeremiah  xxxi. 

26. 

Genesis  1. 

27- 

Genesis  xxi. 

26. 

Jeremiah  xxxiii. 

27. 

Exodus  ii. 

28. 

Genesis  xxii. 

27. 

Genesis  xxxix. 

28. 

Matthew  xxvi. 

29. 

Romans  xv. 

28. 

Genesis  xl. 

29. 

Matthew  xxvii. 

30. 

Genesis  xxiv. 

30. 

Isaiah  Hi  and  liii. 

31. 

Genesis  xxvii. 

31. 

I  Corinthians  xv. 
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1.  Matthew  xxvii. 

2.  Exodus  iii. 

3.  Exodus  iv. 

4.  2  Corinthians  iv. 

5.  2  Corinthians  v. 

6.  Exodus  V. 

7.  Mark  i. 

8.  Mark  ii. 

9.  Exodus  xii. 
10.  Exodus  xiv. 
1 1    Exodus  xvi. 

12.  2  Corinthians  vi. 

13.  Mark  iii. 

14.  Mark  iv. 

15.  Mark  v. 

16.  Psalm  Ixxxviii. 

17.  Mark  vi. 

18.  Psalms  i.,  ii.  &  iii. 

19.  Exodus  xvii. 

20.  Psalm  XXV. 

21.  Mark  vii. 

22.  Mark  viii. 

23.  Psalm  Ixxiii. 

24.  Exodus  XX. 

25.  Exodus  xxiv. 
25.  Isaiah  xxxviii. 

27.  Isaiah  xl. 

28.  Exodus  XXV. 

29.  Galatians  v. 

30.  Galatians  vi. 


MAY. 

1.  Psalm  xxvii. 

2.  Psalm  Ixv. 

3.  Mark  ix. 

4.  Exodus  xxviii. 

5.  Markx. 

6.  Ephesians  i. 

7.  Psalm  xlv. 

8.  Leviticus  xvi. 

9.  Acts  i. 

10.  Ephesians  ii. 

11.  Numbers  xx. 

12.  Numbers  xxi. 

13.  Numbers  xxii. 
14    Numbers  xxiv. 

15.  Deuteronomy  xxx. 

16.  Mark  xi. 

17.  Mark  xii. 
iS.  Mark  xiii. 

19.  Acts  ii. 

20.  Mark  xiv. 

21.  Deuter'my  xxxiii. 

22.  Deuter'my  xxxiv. 

23.  Ephesians  iii. 

24.  Isaiah  Iviii. 

25.  Ephesians  iv. 

26.  Acts  iii. 

27.  Ezekiel  xxiv. 

28.  Acts  iv. 

29.  Acts  V. 

30.  Psalm  xl. 

31.  Ephesians  v. 


JUNE. 

1.  Ephesians  vi. 

2.  Acts  V. 

3.  Acts  vi. 

4.  Joshua  vii 

5.  Mark  xv. 

6.  Joshua  iii. 

7.  Acts  viii. 

8.  Philipp^ans  i. 

9.  Phiiippians  ii. 

10.  Isaiah  lix. 

11.  Mark  xvi. 

12.  Phiiippians  iii. 

13.  Phiiippians  iv. 

14.  Colossians  i. 
ic.  Joshua  iv. 

16.  Colossians  iii. 

17.  Joshua  YJ. 

18.  Joshua  vii. 

19.  I  Thessalonians  iv. 

20.  Ps.cxxiii  to  cxxvi. 

21.  Isaiah  ix. 

22.  Joshua  xxiv. 

23.  Acts  ix. 

24.  Psalms   cxx.    cxxi. 

and  cxxii. 

25.  I  Thessalonians  v. 

26.  Acts  x. 

27.  Acts  xi. 

28.  Psalm  cvii. 

29.  Judges  vi. 

30.  Judges  vii. 
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JULY. 

AUGUST. 

SEPTEMBER. 

I. 

Ruth  i. 

I. 

Luke  ix. 

I. 

Luke  xxii. 

2. 

Ruth  ii. 

2. 

Luke  xii. 

2. 

Psalms  xcii.&  xciii. 

3. 

Luke  i. 

3. 

Isaiah  Ixv. 

3. 

Ps.  xcvi.  &  xcvii. 

4. 

Acts  xii. 

4- 

]  Samuel  xvii. 

4- 

James  ii. 

5- 

I  Timothy  vi. 

5. 

Psalm  Ixxii. 

5. 

Luke  xxiii. 

6. 

Isaiah  Ixi, 

6. 

Luke  xiii. 

6. 

I  Chronicles  xvii. 

7. 

Luke  iv. 

7. 

Luke  xiv. 

7. 

Ps.  xlvi.  &  xlvii. 

8. 

Luke  V. 

8. 

Luke  XV. 

8. 

2  Samuel  xii. 

9. 

2  Timothy  ii. 

9- 

I  Samuel  xx. 

9- 

Psalm  ii. 

10. 

2  Timothy  iii. 

10. 

I  Samuel  xxiv. 

10. 

Ps.  cxlvi.  &  cxlvii. 

II. 

Luke  vi. 

II. 

I  Samuel  xxvi. 

II. 

Luke  xxiv. 

13. 

Hebrews  i. 

12. 

Luke  vi. 

12. 

James  iii. 

13. 

Hebrews  ii. 

13. 

Psalm  cxvi. 

13. 

Psalm  cxviii. 

14. 

Luke  vii. 

14. 

Luke  vii 

14. 

James  iv. 

15. 

Psalm  cxix,  1-48. 

15- 

Ps.  cxix,  Ixxxi,  cxii. 

^v 

Psalms  xix.  &  xx. 

16. 

I  Samuel  i 

16. 

Luke  xviii. 

16. 

James  v. 

17. 

I  Samuel  iii. 

17. 

Luke  xix. 

17. 

2  Samuel  xv. 

18. 

Hebrews  vii. 

18. 

Luke  XX. 

18. 

2  Samuel  xviii. 

19. 

Hebrews  viii. 

19- 

Luke  xxi. 

19. 

Acts  xxi. 

20. 

Hebrews  ix. 

20. 

2  Samuel  i. 

20. 

Acts  xxii. 

21. 

Luke  viii. 

21. 

Acts  xiii. 

21. 

I  Peter  i. 

22. 

Luke  ix. 

22. 

Acts  xiv. 

22. 

Acts  xxiii. 

23. 

I  Samuel  iv. 

23. 

Acts  XV. 

23- 

Acts  xxiv. 

24. 

I  Samuel  xvi. 

24. 

Psalm  xxxvii. 

24- 

2  Chronicles  i. 

25. 

Psalms  xlii  &  xliii. 

25. 

Acts  xvi. 

2S. 

Acts  XXV. 

26. 

Hebrews  x. 

26. 

Acts  xvii. 

26. 

Acts  xxvi. 

27. 

Hebrews  xi. 

27. 

Psalms  xxiii.  xxiv. 

27. 

I  Peter  ii. 

28. 

Hebrews  xii. 

28. 

James  i. 

28. 

I  Peter  iv. 

29. 

Isaiah  xxviii. 

29. 

Acts  xviii. 

29. 

John  i. 

30. 

Hebrews  xiii. 

30. 

Acts  xix. 

30. 

Ps.  cxix.    1 13-152 

31. 

Luke  X. 

31. 

Acts  XX. 
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OCTOBER. 

NOVEMBER. 

DECEMBER. 

I. 

Peter  v. 

I. 

John  xii. 

I. 

Josiah  xi  &  xii. 

2. 

John  ii. 

2. 

Daniel  i. 

2. 

Zachariah  iii  &  iv* 

3. 

Acts  xxvii. 

3. 

2  Kings  V. 

3. 

Daniel  ix. 

4. 

2  Peter  i. 

4. 

2  Kings  vi. 

4- 

John  xviii. 

5. 

2  Peter  iii. 

5. 

2  Kings  vii. 

5. 

John  xix. 

6. 

John  iii. 

6. 

I  John  iii. 

6. 

Revelation  iv.  &  v. 

7. 

Acts  xxviii. 

7. 

I  John  iv. 

7. 

Ecclesiastes  v. 

8. 

Isaiah  i. 

8. 

2  Chronicles  xiv. 

8. 

Hosea  xiii  &  xiv. 

9- 

I  John  i. 

9. 

2  Chronicles  xv. 

9- 

Revelation  vii. 

10. 

John  iv. 

10. 

2  Chronicles  xvi. 

10. 

Job.  i. 

II. 

John  V. 

II. 

Daniel  ii. 

II. 

John  XX. 

12. 

I  John  ii. 

12. 

Revelation  i. 

12. 

Job  xiv. 

13. 

Psalm  ciii. 

13- 

Revelation  ii. 

13. 

Ps.  clxviii,clxix,  cl. 

14. 

I  Kings  vi. 

14. 

John  xiii. 

14. 

Job  xxviii. 

15. 

2  Chronicles  v. 

15. 

2  Chronicles  xxxiv 

15. 

Daniel  xii. 

16. 

2  Chronicles  vi. 

16. 

2  Chronicles  xxxv. 

16. 

Revelation  xix. 

17. 

Psalm  Ixviii. 

17. 

Nehemiah  i. 

17. 

Revelation  xx. 

18. 

2  Chronicles  vii. 

iS. 

Nehemiah  ii. 

18. 

Zech.  xii  &  xiii. 

19. 

John  vi. 

19. 

Nehemiah  iv. 

19. 

Zech.  xiv. 

20. 

John  vii. 

20. 

John  iv. 

20. 

Revelation  xxi. 

21. 

John  viii. 

21. 

John  XV. 

21. 

Job  xxxviii. 

22. 

John  ix. 

22. 

Daniel  iii. 

22. 

Job  xiii. 

23. 

I  Kings  X. 

23. 

Nehemiah  viii. 

23. 

Ecclesiastes  ix. 

24. 

I  Kings  xii. 

24. 

Nehemiah  xiii. 

24. 

Malachi  iii  &  iv. 

25. 

^  I  Ki^gs  xvii. 

25. 

John  xvi. 

25. 

Luke  ii. 

26. 

'  I  Kings  xviii. 

26. 

Revelation  iii. 

26. 

Matthew  i  &  ii. 

27. 

John  X. 

27. 

Daniel  v. 

27. 

Psalm  Ixxii. 

28. 

I  Kings  xix. 

28. 

Daniel  vi. 

28. 

John   xxi. 

29. 

John  XI. 

29. 

John  xvii. 

29. 

Revelation  xxii. 

30, 

2  Kings  ii. 

30. 

Jeremiah  xxiii. 

30- 

Ecclesiastes  xi.  xii. 

31. 

2  Kings,  iv. 

31. 

Ps.  Ixxxx,  Ixxxxi 

[This  outline  of  a  child's  Bible  reading  for  a  year,  on  card  board,  sent  post-paid 
for  six  cents,  by  F.  H.  Revell,  Chicago. 
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BRIEF  MISCELLANEOUS  HLNTS. 

1 2.  Learn  at  least  one  verse  of  Scripture  each  day.  Verses 
from  memory  will  be  wonderfully  useful  in  your  daily  life 
and  work.     See  Josh.  i.  8;  Psa.  cxix.  ii. 

13.  Do  not  be  satisfied  with  simply  reading  a  chapter, 
but  study  the  meaning  of  at  least  one  verse  every  day. 

14.  Read  and  study  the  Bible  socially.  This  is  done  in 
Teachers'  Meetings,  Bible  Classes,  Bible  Sociables,  etc. 
Each  one's  views  are  sure  to  be  somewhat  corrected,  sup- 
plemented, and  stimulated  by  the  views,  arguments  and 
suggestions  of  others. 

15.  Set  apart  at  XtdiSt  fifteen  minutes  each  day  for  studying 
it;  this  little  will  be  grand  in  results,  and  never  be  regretted. 

16.  When  you  read  your  Bible,  be  sure  you  hunt  for  some- 
thing.  Read  the  same  chapter  over  and  over  again,  till  you 
understand  it. — D.  L.  M. 

17.  Make  yourself  thoroughly  fa7?iiliar  with  Paul's  Epis- 
tles.    They  are  the  key  to  all  the  Holy  Scriptures. — D.  L.  M. 

18.  Look  into  the  deeper  meanings^  as  astronomers  search 
into  the  depths  of  the  skies.  New  stars  may  be  found  in 
the  most  studied  chapters. 

19.  Take  the  plain  and  simple  meaning  of  a  passage.  In- 
genious interpretations  are  usually  dangerous. — L.  A. 

20.  Allow  for  yourself^  your  prejudices,  etc.  The  Cal- 
vinist  reads  Philippians  ii.  12,  13,  with  all  the  emphasis  on 
verse  13,  while  the  Arminian  accents  verse  12,  and  reads 
verse  13  very  lightly. — L.  A. 
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21.  Get  at  best  translation^  (i.)  By  studying  it  in  *' the 
original,"  if  possible.  (2.)  By  comparing  the  received 
translations  with  the  new  translations  that  are  appearing. 
(3.)  By  comparison  also  with  French  and  German  Bibles, 
especially  "Luther's  Bible."  (4.)  By  examining  modern 
commentaries,  through  which  those  who  are  without  schol- 
astic training  can  get  at  the  true  rendering. — L.  A. 

22.  Study  so  as  to  ascertain  the  whole  truth  contained  in 
a  single  incident  or  miracle ;  when  and  why  written,  how  it 
applies  to  yourself,  and  how  to  use  it  for  others. — L.  A. 

23.  Have  Crudens  Concordance  and  a  Bible  Text -Book  at 
hand ;  also  in  all  cases  refer  to  parallel  passages  and  mar- 
ginal notes,  and  take  time  to  think  before  consulting  com- 
mentaries. 

24.  Study  the  Bible  in  the  fresJmess  of  the  mo7^ning  rather 
than  the  weary  hours  of  evening.  Open  and  read  it  in  the 
morning  before  opening  any  other  book  or  any  paper. 

25.  Believe  in  the  Bible  as  God's  revelation  to  you,  and  act 
accordingly. 

26.  Study  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  writer  of  any 
passage  under  consideration. — L.  A. 

27.  Ask  "  Who  is  it  that  speaks  in  this  passage  ?  "  A  Uni- 
versalist  preacher  took  as  a  text  to  preach  against  future 
punishment,  Gen.  iii.  4, — "Thou  shalt  not  surely  die" — the 
words  of  the  Devil. — L.  A. 

28.  Ask  what  is  the  character  of  the  passage?  Law.'* 
Poetry.^    History?    Philosophy.^      Why  not  interpret    the 
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poem  in  Judges  v.  20,  by  the  same  prose  laws  that  so  many- 
apply  to  the  poem  in  Josh.  x.  13  ? — L.  A. 

29.  Ask  What  is  the  temperament  of  the  writer  or  speaker? 
Rom.  ix.  3  is  to  be  read  in  the  light  of  Paul's  vehement 
nature,  not  used  as  a  prose  statement  of  a  necessary  princi- 
ple of  didactic  theology.  So  John  vi.  53,  6^  is  to  be  read 
with  Christ's  illustrative  temperament  in  mind. — L.  A. 

30.  Take  the  Bible  to  the  preaching  service^  the  Sunday- 
school^  and  the  week  eve niitg prayer-meeting, — J.  H.  V. 

31.  Study  the  Bible  topically!  Take  ^'Love,"  for  in- 
stance, and  spend  a  month  in  searching  what  the  Bible  says 
about  love,  from  Genesis  to  Revelation.  Thus  you  will 
learn  to  love  everybody,  whether  they  love  you  or  not.  In 
the  same  way,  take  '*  Grace,'*  "Faith,"  "Assurance," 
"  Heaven,"  and  so  on. 

32.  The  teacher  should  secure  the  autographs  of  his  pas- 
tor, superintendent,  and  pupils  on  one  of  the  fly-leaves  of 
his  Bible.— J.  H.  V. 

33.  Let  the  conductor  of  a  class  elicit  from  each  member 
a  written  statement  (anonymous)  of  the  use  he  snakes  of  the 
Bible,  This  will,  probably,  in  many  cases  be  a  melancholy 
"confession,*'  but  such  ''confession  is  good  for  the  soul,'* 
and  may  lead  to  repentance  and  reform. — J.  H.  V. 

34.  Read  the  Bible  through  in  course^  once  or  twice  in  a 
life-time,  using  2  Tim.  iii.  16,  17  as  a  personal  glass  through 
which  to  read  each  passage,  asking  "  What  reproof  in  this 
for  me  }  "     "  What  instruction  }  "  etc. 
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35.  Read  the  Bible  with  a  view  to  associate  it  with  the 
scenes  and  surroundings  of  our  lives.  Looking  out  upon 
Nature  ask  "What  does  the  Bible  say  of  trees,  and  shrubs?'^ 
"What  does  the  Bible  say  of  rivers  and  waters?"  So  of 
national  affairs  (Psa.  xxxiii.  12-22;  xliv.  1-3),  evening 
(Psa.  cxxi  4-8)  morning  (Psa.  iii.  5  ;  v.  3)  the  Sabbath 
(Rev.  i.  io~2o)  so  of  business,  meals,  journeys,  rocks^ 
storms,  etc.,  etc. 

36.  Read  the  Bible  with  biographical  centres  ?  As  it  is  of 
intensest  interest  to  read  Revolutionary  history,  with  Wash- 
ington as  the  centre,  so  it  will  be  found  pleasant  to  read 
Jewish  and  Christian  history  with  Moses  or  Samuel,  or 
Peter  or  Paul  as  a  living  centre,  grouping  the  scenes  of 
which  they  were  the  most  prominent  human  figures  around 
their  personal  histories. 

37.  Read  the  Bible  comprehensively,  getting  the  grand 
view  of  each  book  or  set  of  books.  This  is  hardly  second 
in  value  to  any  method  of  Bible  study,  and  yet  is  probably 
least  followed  of  any.  Bible  reading  is,  for  the  most  part^ 
either  '*  in  course  "  or  with  sharp  analysis  of  single  verses 
here  and  there,  or  in  single  chapters.  It  is  of  the  highest 
importance  that  we  should  also  get  a  comprehensive  bird's- 
eye  view  of  each  Bible  epistle,  each  history,  each  biography, 
by  reading  it  continuously  to  the  end,  or  at  least  with  as 
few  intervals  and  as  short  as  if  we  were  reading  a  modern 
letter,  biography  or  history. 

The  time  required  to  read  the  individual  books  of  the  Bible 
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is  much  less  than  is  usually  supposed.  Genesis,  which  is 
the  longest  historical  book  in  the  Bible,  can  be  read,  with- 
out haste,  in  three  hours — an  amount  of  time  which  almost 
€very  one  frequently  gives  to  a  favorite  author,  at  one  or 
two  sittings.  Luke  is  the  only  New  Testament  book  that 
requires  two  hours  for  its  reading.  Forty-two  out  of  the 
sixty-six  books  of  the  Bible,  may  be  read  in  less  than  an 
hour  each.  Of  course,  such  books  as  Proverbs  and  Psahns. 
which  have  no  continuous  narrative,  should  not  be  read  so 
continuously. 

2,S.  Study  to  know  for  what^  and  to  whom  a  book  or 
chapter  was  written. 

39.  Study  how  to  use  the  Bible  so  as  to  "  walk  with  God'' 
and  lead  others  to  Christ. 

40.  Read  the  Book  as  if  it  were  written  for  yourself. 
Always  ask  God  to  help  you  to  understand  it,  and  then  expect 
that  He  will. 

41.  Carry  a  Bible  or  Testament  with  you. 

42.  Read  systematically 'i\N\\h  some  purpose  in  mind. 

43.  Read  the  Bible  with  a  view  of  living  rather  than 
merely  learning  it,  coming  to  it  not  only  perfunctorily  for 
lessons  and  sermons,  but  also  for  loving  conversation^  "  as  a 
man  talketh  with  his  friend." 

44.  Those  who  can  aiford  but  little  for  Bible  helps  can 
cover  the  various  lines  of  Bible  study  quite  satisfactorily  by 
getting  the  following 
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On  its  Authority—''  What  Noted  Men  Think  of   the 

Bible," %o  lo 

Authenticity — '*  Spencer's  Evidences  of  a  Divine  Reve- 
lation,'* > 25 

Genuineness — Farmer  Tompkins  and  His  Bibles i  oo 

History  of  the  English  Bible — *'  Book  of  Books  " -  35 

Bible  Chronology  —  Hunger's    Chronology    of    Bible 

History 50 

Methods  of  Bible  Reading — Bible  and  Sunday-school 

Abridged  1 -  20 

Topical  Bible  Reading — "  Handbook  of  Bible  Read- 
ings,"    50 

Concordarice^  {(ZxM^tXi) i   50 

Bible  Text  Book,  (Tract  Soc.  Ed.) 75 

Comprehensive  Com?7ientary,  (Jamieson  &  Co.) 4  50 

Smith's  Bible  Dictionary,  (abridged) 2  00 

Atlas  of  Bible  Geography,  (Nelson  &  Phillips'  Ed.)..  50 

12  15 

Those  ordering  all  of  these  together  of  the  publishers  of 
this  book  will  get  them  at  $10. 
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INTERPRETATIONS      OF      BIBLE      TYPES      AND 

SYMBOLS. 

"  All  Scripture  is  profitable  for  conviction,  conversion 
aad  culture."  Bible  similes,  metaphors,  allegories,  parables, 
symbols  and  types  are^  then^  ''  profitable  Sc^Hpturey'*  not  chaff, 
as  superficial  Christians  have  often  intimated. 

They  are  abused  by  pressing  comparisons  too  far  and  too 
literally ;  by  naming  as  types^  that  is,  picture  prophecies  of 
the  future^  what  are  only  symbols^  that  is,  signs  of  present 
things ;  by  fanciful  rather  than  Scriptural  interpretations  ; 
by  making  what  is  a  good  "illustration  "  into  a  counterfeit 
symbol  or  type ;  and  by  neglecting  or  excluding  the  Bible's 
own  interpretations. 

But  these  abuses  should  no  more  turn  us  aside  from  the 
prayerful  study  of  these  inspired  hieroglyphics  of  truth  than 
the  abuses  of  other  passages  by  Romanists,  and  slaveholders 
should  drive  us  from  those  portions  of  the  Word. 

Types  and  symbols  have  zises  as  well  as  abuses.  As  in 
other  departments  of  knowledge,  so  in  religion,  we  must 
learn  the  unseen  by  comparison  with  the  seen,  the  unknown 
through  the  known,  *' first  the  natural,  then  that  which  is 
spiritual."  It  was  necessary  in  the  childhood  of  the  church 
to  use  the  analogies  of  God's  visible  world  to  teach  the 
invisible  truths  of  His  Word,  but  it  is  no  less  necessary  in 
reaching  the  children  of  to-day  with  divine  light  to  use 
these  or  similar  "  likes  "  for  advanced  Christians  as   well  as 
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for  those  who  are  babes  in  spiritual  knowledge.  Few,  if 
any,  are  so  fully  developed  in  Christian  life  that  they  do 
not  need  the  symbols  and  types  which  Christ  as  well  as 
Moses  used  in  reaching  through  the  eye  and  ear  both 
cultured  men,  like  Nicodemus,  and  unlettered  hearers  like 
the  woman  of  Samaria. 

The  New  Testament  gospel  to-day  is  most  deeply  and 
richly  understood  by  those  who  come  to  it  by  way  of 
Genesis  through  the  interpreting  lights  of  types  and  symbols. 
Low  views  of  Christ's  atoning  work  are  the  natural  result 
of  a  study  of  the  New  Testament  gospels  without  a  previous 
examination  of  the  deep,  blood-stained  foundations  in  the 
Old  Testament  gospels  of  Moses  and  the  prophets. 

The  types  and  symbols  of  Scripture  have  as  distinct  laivs  as 
other  for7ns  of  language.  There  are  laws  for  determining 
whether  a  passage  is  figurative  or  not  that  are  often  given 
about  as  follows  :  First,  "  If  a  phrase  does  not  make  sense 
when  taken  literally,  it  must  be  taken  figuratively ;  and 
secondly,  if  the  connection  determines  that  the  subject 
spoken  of  relates  to  visible  objects  and  outward  facts,  then 
this  imagery  must  be  interpreted  accordingly;  but  if  the 
context  determines  the  figurative  phrase  to  refer  to  spiritual 
verities  and  facts,  the  imagery  requires  a  corresponding 
spiritual  interpretation. 

Another  law  guides  us  in  naming  the  figurative  language. 
When  a  passage  is  found  to  be  figurative — a  simile, 
metaphor,  allegory,  parable,  symbol  or  type — it  should  not 
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be  positively  classed  as  a  God-apointed  *'  symbol "  of 
present  \XM\}\'i  or  an  inspired  ''type''*  oi  future  things,  unless 
it  is  distinctly  called  so  in  Scripture.  In  case  of  doubt  it 
should  be  named  an  "illustration,"  tlius  avoiding  controversy 
and  uncertainty. 

For  the  interpretations  of  Bible  types  and  symbols,  the 
study  of  oriental  customs,  manners,  literature  and  inscrip- 
tions, as  found  in  Palestine,  Assyria,  Egypt  and  other 
Eastern  countries,  gives  fixed  laws  and  principles  nearly  as 
clear  as  those  which  govern  the  translation  of  one  language 
into  another.  The  following  table  is  the  condensed  results 
of  such  study,  aided  by  scientific  and  thorough  books  such 
as  Atwater's  "  Sacred  Tabernacle  of  the  Hebrews,''  and 
VanLennep's  "  Bible  Lands  *' 
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TABLE  OF  BIBLE  SYMBOLS  AND  TYPES, 

I.       SYMBOLISM    OF    NUMBER    AND    FORM. 

"  Three  "  and  also  the  three-sided  figure,  the  triangle^ 
A  represent  Deity.  The  benediction  was  therefore 
anciently  given  with  the  thumb  and  two  fiiigers 
extended  and  the  others  closed.  The  ascription,  ''  Holy^ 
Holy,  Holy,"  is  three  times  uttered.  So  deeply  was  the 
threefold  personality  of  God  impressed  on  the  heart  of  man 
at  the  world's  beginning  that  even  heathen  nations  conceive 
of  a  trinity  above  their  numerous  idols. 

"  i^^^r  "  represents  the  kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  A 
four-sided  figure,  either  square  or  oblong  is  the  monogram  of 
God's  kingdom.  Hence  every  part  of  the  tabernacle  and 
temple  is  four- sided — the  ground  plan,  the  walls,  the  roof, 
*  the  altars,  the  tables,  the  mercy  seat,  the  laver,  etc. 

''  ^^z;^;^," being  the  sum  of ''  Three  "  (Deity)  and  ''  Four" 
(God's  kingdom  on  earth)  represents  the  union  of  the  finite 
and  infinite ;  any  transaction  or  covenant  in  which  both 
God  and  man  are  engaged  or  intimated.  The  God-man  is 
symbolized  by  the  seven  golden  candlesticks.  The  seventh 
day,  seventh  month,  seventh  year  and  the  year  following, 
seven  groups  of  seven  years  were  all  special  times  of  God's 
blessings  upon  man. 

♦Atwater  on  ''  The  Sacred  Tabernacle  of  the  Hebrews." 
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*'  7>//"  (used  but  seldom)  represents  completeness,  as 
will  be  seen  by  studying  passages  in  the  concordance  under 
the  word  "  Ten." 

''  Twelve  "  is  the  monogram  number  of  God's  Israel,  first 
literal,  then  spiritual — e.  g.,  twelve  patriarchs,  twelve 
tribes,  twelve  spies,  twelve  apostles,  etc.,  sometimes  doubled 
into  ^' twenty-four."  (Ezek.  x,  6,  7,  19;  Rev.  iv,  4 ;  Matt, 
xix,  28). 

"i^^r/y  "  was  the  symbol  of  probation  and  trial  and  was 
thus  used  of  Christ's  forty  days  temptation  and  also  of 
similar  scenes  in  the  life  of  Moses  and  others. 

2:    SYMBOLISM    OF    COLOR. 

"  White  "  represents  purity  and  splendor,  holiness  and 
glory.  Being  the  royal  color  during  a  part  of  Bible  times — 
in  the  days  of  Solomon  and  Christ — it  then  represented 
Kingship  and  Priesthood  combined,  as  in  the  transfigura- 
tion, and  also  in  the  picture  ol  the  ''  Kings  and  Priests  unto 
God  "  in  heaven  as  clad  in  white  robes.  It  refers  only  to 
Kingship  when  Solomon's  royal  white  robe  is  compared 
with  the  lily's  robe  to  the  advantage  of  the  latter.  In  the 
high  priest's  dress  the  white  linen  doubtless  represented  the 
glory  and  holiness  of  Christ,  the  Great  High  Priest.  Miss 
Smiley  says,  "  This  linen  was  not  like  ours,  but  the  soft, 
silky,  snowy,  shining  byssus.  In  Rev.  xix.  8,  we  find  that 
it  signifies  the  righteousness  of  saints." 

"^  Blue''^  represented  heavenliness.  It  was  the  chromatic 
mark  of  heaven  and  of  everything  pertaining  tc  it.     Hence, 
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when  the  Jews  were  told  to  wear  as  a  badge,  (Numbers  xv. 
37-41)  **  a  ribband  of  blue  "  and  to  use  it  about  the  taberna- 
cle, it  was  the  ticket  which  indicated  that  their  destination 
was  ''  Heaven,"  and  that  their  thoughts  and  characters  were 
to  be  heavenly  while  *'  pilgrims  and  strangers"  on  earth,  seek- 
ing their  home  in  heaven.  The  use  of  blue  by  the  High 
Priests  indicated  that  Christ  was  to  come  down  from  heaven. 
It  is  this  same  association  with  the  blue  of  the  "heavens'* 
that  has  led  to  the  idea  oi  fidelity  as  connected  with  a  badge 
of  blue.  He  who  wears  it  as  a  temperance  man,  or  in  any 
other  organization,  pledges  himself  to  be  as  true  as  heaven 
to  his  vows  and  to  the  laws  of  heaven,  and  proclaims  his 
citizenship  in  "the  Kingdom  of  Heaven." 

^' Purple^''*  in  a  part  of  Bible  times,  was  the  symbol  of 
Kingliness.     (Dan.  v.  7.) 

"  Scarlet^''^  the  blood  color,  represented  life^  since  "  the 
life  is  in  the  blood."  Hence  all  the  references  to  atonement 
by  "  blood  "  mean  atonement  by  the  substitution  of  one 
life  for  another,  the  laying  down  of  one  life  instead  of 
another,  as  was  done  in  all  the  ancient  sacrifices,  and  last 
of  all  at  the  Cross.  "  The  scarlet  thread  "  of  Rahab 
represented  the  pledge  of  life  which  had  been  given  to  her, 
and  besides,  as  the  New  Testament  would  indicate,  some 
degree  of  ''  faith  "  in  the  Lamb  of  God,  whose  life  should 
be  given  for  her.     (Heb.  xi.  31.) 

*In  Isaiah  i.  i8,  this  word  is  used  to  represent  merely  fast  colors,  the  most  difficn't 
to  remove,  and  that  passage  and  one  in  Revelation  are  exceptions  to  the  usage  of  oti^^r 
parts  of  the  Bible. 
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The  symbolism  of  color  has  been  beautifully  brought  out 
in  connection  with  the  twelve  colors  of  the  heavenly  wall, 
in  Rev.  xxii,  19,  20,  by  Mrs.  Whitney  in  "  Hitherto,"-  oi 
which  the  following  list  is  a  compend  : 

1.  Jasper  (crimson),  passion,  suffering. 

2.  Sapphire  (blue),  truth,  calm, 

3.  Chalcedony  (white),  purity. 

4.  Emerald  (green),  hope. 

5.  Sardonyx  (mixed  color),  tenderness  and  pain  and 
purifying. 

6.  Sardius  (blood-red),  love,  including  anguish, 

7.  Chrysolyte  (golden  green),  glory  manifest. 

8.  Beryl  (serenest  blue),  bliss. 

9.  Topaz  (flame),  joy  of  the  Lord. 

10.  Chrysoprase  (azure),  peace  that  passeth  under- 
standing. 

11.  Jacinth  (purple),      )  .  .r  ^  ^ 

12.  Amethyst  (purple),  [  Promises  of  future  glory. 

**  See !  This  crimson  that  lies  at  the  beginning — it  is  the 
color  of  passion,  suffering.  Out  of  the  crimson  we  climb 
into  the  blue — that  is  the  truth  and  calm.  Beyond  is  the 
white  glistening  chalcedony,  for  purity ;  and  next  flashes 
out  the  green — the  hope  of  glory.  Then  they  mingle  and 
alternate — the  tenderness  and  the  pain  and  the  purifying — 
it  is  the  veined  sardonyx  stands  for  that — the  life  story." 

3.    SYMBOLISM    OF    MINERAL    SUBSTANCES. 

"A?//"    represents   preservation,   incorruptibleness,   un- 
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changeableness.  Hence,  to  "  eat  salt  "  with  a  man,  or 
*'  make  a  covenant  of  salt,"  that  is,  to  eat  food  with  him, 
was  a  pledge  of  unchangeable  and  enduring  friendship. 

"  Gold''^  represents  kingliness  and  power. 

"  Silver  '*  (being  the  metal  used  in  paying  the  "  redemp- 
tioji  money  ")  was  a  symbol  of  redemption  from  sin. 

Precious  Stones^  of  all  kinds,  represented  rank  and  high 
privileges. 

Brass  seems  to  have  represented  enduring  strength,  as 
connected  with  Christ's  sacrifice  of  himself. 

Rock  was  the  hieroglyphic  and  simile  of  strength,  shelter, 
and  of  Christ  as  giving  strong  shelter,  and  when  a  rock  was 
smitten  or  cleft,  of  Christ's  sufferings. 

4.    THE    SYxMBOLISM    OF    VEGETABLE    SUBSTANCES. 

Isa.  Ixi,  3 ;  Psa.  i,  1-3  ;  civ,  16 ;  Gen.  xlix,  22  ;  Isa.  xxxv, 
I,  2,  7  ;  xli,  19;  Ixi,  II ;  Gal.  v,  22,  23,  are  passages  in  which 
the  prosperity  of  God's  people  and  His  cause  are  pictured 
by  the  gtntxdl  prosperity  of  vegetation.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  weakness  and  adversity  of  those  who  oppose  God's 
truth  is  pictured  in  fading  vegetation,  (Jer.  viii,  13  ;  Isa.  i, 
30  ;  xxviii,  4  ;  Jude  i,  12.) 

"  Cedar  "  and  ^''Acacia  "  (being  the  most  enduring  words) 
represented  continuance,  eternity.  The  cedar  also  repre- 
sented strength.  (Cant,  v,  15  ;  Psa.  xcii,  12  ;  Isa.  Ix,  13  ; 
Hos.  xiv,  5,  6.) 

The  ''' Falm''  tree  or  its    branches    represented    royalty 
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and  also  prosperity.  The  palm  branches  waved  before 
Christ  on  Pahn  Sunday  were  a  pictured  way  of  saying: 
"  God  save  the  king.'*  The  palm  branches  in  the  hands 
of  the  saints  in  glory  mean  the  same  as  their  white 
robes  and  crowns — that  they  are  "  kings  unto  God,"  and 
shall  "  reign  with  him."     Psa.  xcii,  12;  John  xii,  13. 

The  Apple  tree  represents  plainness  combined  with  fruit- 
fulness.     (Cant,  ii,  3.) 

"  Willow^''  sorrow  (Psa.  cxxxvii);  also  repaid  prosperity^ 
by  their  rapid  growth.     (Isa.  xliv,  4.) 

The  "  Olive^''  fatness  and  fruitfulness  (Judges  ix,  9  ;  Psa. 
Hi,  8  ;  Jer.  xi,  16). 

(9/7,  strength  by  anointing,  and  hence,  the  strength 
which  comes  through  the  Holy  Spirit.  Perfumed  oil,  *^  joy 
in  the  Holy  Ghost."  When  the  oil  was  lighted  it  represented 
the  influence,  knowledge  and  holiness  that  shine  forth  from 
the  heart  in  which  the  Holy  Spirit  dwells.  The  wise  vir- 
gins had  (oil  in  their  lighted  lamps)  the  Holy  Spirit  shin- 
ing forth  from  their  hearts,  and  so  went  in  to  (the  marriage 
supper)  the  joys  of  Heaven.  As  there  was  an  incessant 
preparing  of  the  olive  oil  by  the  priest,  so  we  must  be  con- 
tinually taught  of  the  Spirit. 

^^Almonds^'*  connected  with  the  golden  candlesticks, 
represented  life  as  the  source  of  light.     John  i,  4. 

In  Eccl.  xii.  5,  the  blossoms  of  the  almond  tree,  which 
seem  to  be  white,  are  made  to  represent  the  white  hair  of 
the  aged. 
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**  The  Lily''  beauty  and  prosperity.     Hos.  xiv,  5. 

^^  Hyssop,''*  a  plant  having  a  very  powerful  aroma,  repre- 
sents purification.     Psa.  li,  7. 

Shiiiim  wood,  probably  Christ's  lowly  humanity. 

"  Myrrh''  grief. 

Spices  and  perfumes,  graces  of  Christianity. 

Incense^  the  pleasure  of  God  in  receiving  our  prayers.  It 
pictures,  also,  Christ's  intercession.  The  horns  of  the  altar 
of  incense,  being  touched  with  blood  (representing  Christ) 
and  fire  (Holy  Ghost),  showed  that  prayer  should  be  offered 
through  the  Spirit  and  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

"  Corn  and  wine,''*  being  the  two  principal  products  of  the 
people  of  Palestine,  symbolize  all  the  fruits  of  a  man's 
labors,  physical,  mental  and  spiritual,  and,  when  offered  in 
sacrifice,  represented  a  thankful  acknowledgment  of  God 
as  a  Creator  and  King,  and  also  to  the  dedication  to  his 
glory  of  all  fruits  of  the  worshiper's  labors. 

Breads  God's  truth  as  brought  in  life  and  word  by  Christ. 

**  The  Vine  "  usually  represents  the  Church  of  God,  some- 
times yielding  good  fruit,  and  sometimes  only  wild  grapes. 
(John  XV,  I ;  Hos.  xiv,  7  ;  Jer.  ii,  21  ;  Matt,  xxi,  33-41.) 

Pomegranates.,  a  fruit  made  up  of  many  parts,  represented 
the  law,  many  yet  one. 

**  The  Reed^'  weakness.     (Isa.  xxxvi,  6.) 

A  Root,  usually,  indicates  humiliation.  (Isa.  liii,  23.) 
Sometimes,  however,  origin  or  source. 

The    ''Bramble;'    ''Thorn,"    "Thistle;'    etc.,  evil  influ- 
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ences.  (Judges  ix,  7-15  ;  Matt,  vii,  16-20 ;  Galatians  v, 
19-21.) 

''Husks''  "  Chaff;'  "  The  Heath;'  the  worthlessness  and 
doom  of  evil.  (Psa.  i,  4;  Luke  xv,  16  ;  Jer.  xvii,  5-6  ;  Isa. 
xvii,  13.) 

Grass  is  frequently  referred  to  as  a  symbol  of  insignifi- 
cance.    (Isa.  xl,  6;  Psa.  ciii,  15,  16  ;  James  i,  11.) 

Leaves  without  fruit  symbolize  empty  professions.  (Luke 
iii,  9;  Mark  xi,  14;  Job  xv,  30.)  Withered  leaves  picture 
the  shortness  of  life.     (Isa.  i,  30  ;  Ixiv,  6;  Jer.  viii.  13.) 

Ashes  were  put  upon  the  head  as  a  mark  of  sorrow.  One 
sat  in  ashes  to  manifest  grief.  *'  The  ashes  of  an  heifer  *' 
which  had  been  burned  with  her  blood  represented  the 
cleansing  power  of  blood.     (Heb.  ix,  13,  14.) 

Fading  leaves  are  the  symbol  of  adversity  and  death. 

'''The  Tree  of  Life''  represents  the  blessedness  of  piety. 

5.    SYMBOLISM    OF    ANIMALS    AND    BIRDS. 

Animals  or  birds ^  used  as  food,  when  offered  in  sacri- 
fice, represented  food  given  to  God,  the  altar  being  God's 
table,  and  the  sweet  savor  of  worship  being  received  by 
God's  heart  as  food,  while  the  priest's  eating  of  the  sacrifice 
represented  eating  with  God,  and  from  His  table  (altar),  as 
a  friend  restored  to  His  favor  by  the  sacrifice. 

A  living  animal  or  bird  represented  the  living  owner.  If 
offered  alive,  it  showed  the  entire  consecration  and  self- 
surrender  of  its  owner;  if  slain,  the  owner's  acknowledg- 
ment that  he  deserved  to  be  executed  for  his  sins,  and  his 
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acceptance  of  a  substitute  to  bear  the  penalty  "  in  his  stead." 
The  animal  substitute  (the  scape  goat)  being  sent  into  the 
wilderness,  represented  Him  that  "  iakeih  away  the  sin  of 
the  world.*'  A  bird  or  animal  being  set  free,  as  in  the  case 
of  one  of  the  two  birds  in  the  leper's  cleansing,  symbolized 
the  freedom  of  the  redeemed  person,  whom  the  bird  repre- 
sented. 

The  perfection  of  animals  for  sacrifice,  according  to  the 
requirement,  '*  without  blemish  and  without  spot,"  symbol- 
ized not  the  worshiper,  but  the  great,  sinless  Substitute, 
who,  having  no  sins  of  His  own  to  atone  for,  could  take  the 
place  of  those  who  had. 

Wringing^  plucking^  breaking  or  bruising  a  sacrifice 
(whether  animal  or  vegetable)  represented  Christ's  sufferings. 
(Isa.  liii.) 

The  Dove  represented  the  gentle  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  the  Lamb^  the  meek  and  lowly  qualities  of 
Christ ;  which,  when  transferred  to  his  followers,  made  them 
his  flock  of  lambs,  sheeplings  and  sheep. 

The  ram  skins  and  badger  skins  on  the  outside  of  the  Tab- 
ernacle seem  to  represent  the  humiliation  of  Christ,  who  was 
*' without  form  or  comeliness." 

^"^ Blood,''*  the  most  vital  part  of  the  physical  system, 
represented  life,  spiritual  life  more  than  physical.  Bloody 
shed  for  another,  represented  life  sacrificed  as  a  substitute. 
Blood,  sprinkled,  indicated  new  life  imparted.  Dean  Stanley, 
in  an  article  more  fanciful  than  biblical,  explains  the  mean- 
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ing  of  **  the  blood  of  Christ/*  as  used  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, to  be,  **  The  love  of  Christ,"  but  one  needs  only  to 
try  this  interpretation  in  the  passages  where  "  the  blood  '^ 
occurs  to  see  that  it  utterly  fails  to  make  good  sense,  as  it 
fails  also  to  provide  any  way  by  which  a  guilty  soul  can 
escape  from  an  awful  past  by  the  acceptance  of  a  surety. 
*'It  is  the  blood  that  maketh  the  atonement  with  the  life'' 

The  ^^ Eagle''  symbolized  power,  vision  and  motion,  in 
their  highest  forms. 

The  '^Lton  "  indicated  supreme  strength. 

The  **Oji;"  represented  submission. 

When  ^*Man,"  '^  Eagle,"  "Lion"  and  "Ox"  are  com- 
bined in  one  symbolic  figure,  it  represents  humanity  raised 
to  its  highest  cherubic  perfection,  its  full  and  perfect  life  in 
glory.  The  word  mis-translated  "beasts'*  in  Revelation, 
and  more  correctly  the  "  living  ones  "  in  Ezekiel  refers  to 
this  cherubic  perfection  of  glorified  humanity. 

The  critics,  who  ridiculed  the  mothers  for  speaking  of 
their  ''  cherub  boys "  in  heaven,  it  seems,  were  not  war- 
ranted in  their  criticisms.  The  latest  studies  indicate  that 
cherubim  are  glorified  and  perfected  humanity.  (Rev.  v, 
8-1 1  ;  xiv,  i-s  ;  iv,  6.) 

6.    SYMBOLISM    OF    BUILDINGS    AND    STRUCTURES. 

The  ^''Tabernacle"  symbolized  the  God-man,  beautiful 
within,  but  uncomely  without ;  the  God-man,  who  should 
bring  the  Divine  Presence  visibly  near  to  men,  and  become 
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the  meeting  place  of  Deity  and  humanity.  (John  i,  14 — 
"  The  Word  became  flesh,  and  tabernacled  among  us '''^ 

The  Temple  also  symbolized  Christ  embodied  more  per- 
manently on  the  earth  in  his  church.  (John  ii,  21.)  Jeru- 
saleni  itself  and  Mt.  Zion^  through  their  connection  with  the 
temple,  often  represent  the  church,  both  on  earth  and  in 
heaven.     (Heb.  xii,  22.) 

The  ^''Altars  '*  were  God's  tables. 

^''The  Court  "  represented  the  life  of  the  unsaved  ;  separ- 
ation from  God  through  sin. 

''''The  Holy  Place'''  was  the  picture  of  Christian  life,  send- 
ing up  its  daily  incense  of  prayer,  shedding  forth  the  light 
of  spiritual  influence,  and  feeding  upon  spiritual  bread. 

^''The  Holy  of  Holies''  represents  heaven,  the  kingdom 
of  God  perfected  in  us,  as  it  was  in  Christ. 

The   Fif/7  represented  Christ's  flesh.     (Heb.  x,  20.) 

The  Mercy  Seat  pictures  Christ,  also,  especially  as  our 
Intercessor.  (Rom.  iii,  25 — '*  propitiation,"  meaning  *'  mercy 
seat.") 

''''The  Ark  itself  undoubtedly  represented  Jesus  Christ. 
Its  interior  dimensions  were  so  large  that  twelve  ordinary 
men  could  be  closely  packed  into  it.  God  never  wastes 
anything.  Why  was  it  so  large,  since  it  only  contained  the 
two  Tables  of  Testimony,  the  Pot  of  Manna,  and  the  rod 
that  budded  .^  Is  it  not  a  type  of  the  great  heart  of  Jesus^ 
in  which  the  law  is  kept  ^  '* 
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7.    SYMBOLISM    OF    PERSONS. 

^^The  High  Priest''  represented  Christ  (typically)  pure, 
(in  His  white  robes  after  His  atonement  for  Himself,)  pre- 
eminent, atoning  for  us,  entered  into  heaven. 

^^ Priests  "  were  the  symbol  of  all  believers  made  "  priests 
unto  God/' 

Woman  is  the  symbol  of  the  church.     (Jer.  vi,  2.) 

"It  may  be  well  also  to  notice  the  seven  different  aspects 
in  which  woman  is  viewed  as  a  type  of  those  whom  Christ 
redeems.  (i.)  Virgin,  Psa.  xlv,  14;  2  Cor.  xi,  2.  (2.) 
Betrothed,  Hos.  ii,  19,  20.  (3.)  Wife,  Rev.  xix,  7  ;  xxi,  9. 
{4.)  Mother,  Gal.  iv,  26.  (5.)  Widow,  Isa.  liv,  4;  Luke 
xviii,  3.  (6.)  Desolate  and  forsaken,  Isa.  xlix,  21;  liv,  i. 
(7.)  Married  again,  Isa.  Ixii,  4." 

8.    SYMBOLISM    OF    CUSTOMS    AND    MANNERS. 

Shooting  arrows  indicates  declaration  of  war  and  promise 
of  conquest,     (i  Sam.  xx,  18-22;  2  Kings,  xiii,  15-19.) 

Eating  together  was  an  acted  covenant  of  friendship. 

Keys  were  a  badge  of  authority,  carried  by  persons  of 
distinction  and  of  high  office  in  the  regal  governments  of 
antiquity.  It  was  a  custom  of  the  Jews  to  accompany  and 
denote  the  taking  of  the  office  by  the  delivering  of  a  key. 
^*  To  confer  a  key  "  is  a  phrase  equivalent  to  bestowing  a 
situation  of  great  trust  and  distinction. 

Binding  and  Loosing  were   terms  in  frequent   use  among 
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the  Jews,  and  meant  bidding  and  forbidding,  granting  and 
refusing,  declaring  what  was  lawful  or  unlawful. 

A  Girdle  put  on  indicated  service,  as  when  Christ  girded 
himself  to  wash  his  disciples*  feet.     (Luke  ii,  27  ;  John  xiii, 

4,  S.) 

Futting  anything  on  the  shoulder  was  the  symbol  of 
authority. 

Putting  on  sackcloth  betokened  sorrow. 

9.    MISCELLANEOUS    SYMBOLS. 

Water  symbolized  the  cleansing  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
sometimes,  also  its  joy,  and  sometimes  the  Bible.  (Hos. 
xiv,  5  ;  Isa.  xii,  3  ;  xxxv,  7.)  The  Brazen  Sea^  with  twelve 
oxen  beneath  it ;  three  of  them  looking  toward  the  East, 
three  West,  three  North  and  three  South,  represented  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  cleanse  all  parts  of  the  world. 

A  Cloudy  especially  "  a  bright  cloud,"  when  connected 
with  a  voice,  or  worship,  miraculous  help,  represented  God 
the  Father. 

Fire^  the  cleansing  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  also  the 
holy  wrath  of  God  and  the  trials  of  affliction. 

Light  is  a  symbol  of  joy,  especially  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghost  and,  also,  of  truth,  the  garment  of  Deity. 

An  Anchor  is  the  symbol  of  hope. 
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